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RIOT AT WARWICK.

*

PRIME MINISTER ASSAULTED.

DISGRACEFUL DISPLAY BY MEN
OF MILITARY AGE.

THE POLICE ATTITUDE.

STIRRING DECLARATIONS BY
MR. HUGHES.

WALLANGARRA, November 29.

An extraordinary and disgraceful riot
oecurréd at Warwick this afternoon, when
the Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes) alighted
from the scuthward bound train to ad-
diess an open-air meeting on the plat-
form. The mcment he stepped from his
ecrriage he was surrounded by a howling
mob  The platform had Leen  be-
ﬂsa-red, and a large ¢rowd had gathered
in the rordway helew to hear Mr Hughes's
address, but about 50 men, most of them
of militiry age, were waiting on the plat-
fcrm when vhe train came in,

VILE EPITHETS AND MISSILES.

The moment they m=saw the Prime
Minister they commenced hooting and
roaning, and hurling vile e‘mithetl at
1im. He had not gone more than a yard
or two before a atruggling, jostling crowd
was wedged sround h'm  An epg thrown
from the crowd just missed him and broke
upon the platform railings. The odour it
gave off quickly cleared a mpace about it.
A wonnd ne, bhetter nimed, hroke upon the
Prime Minister's hat and knocked it off.
There wasa a how]l of jeering laughter,
which drowned the eriesa of “shame”
which arose from the crowd in the
street, and from a few women on ‘the
platform. But the thrower of the egg
did not eniov hia triumph long, A re-
turned soldigr on the platform hurled
himself wpon him, and in a second a fres
fight war in progress.  Friends of Mr.

Huvhae's asaarland svahad A hia aseisb_
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TIENT WAR [N ['TOgTens, rrienas ol Mr.
Hughed's assailant rushed to his assiat-
ance, and the lovnl men on the nlatform
gave what help they could to the re-
turned soldier. So far as could bhe judged,
the Invalista had the better of the
struegle. One of the firat to defend Mer.
Hnghes's asesilant from the wrath of the
returned aoldier eame out of the fight
with hloo] streaming down his face,

THE PRIME MINTSTER’S PLUCK.

Fista wers flying everywhere, and the
Prims Minister was in the thick of it,
striving to get at the man who had
assaulted him, and who was one of the
biggest in the crowd. Mr. Hughes was
hustled and jostled by men twice his
size, but when he emerged it wam his
hand, and not his face, that was bleed-
ing. One of the men In the erowd ecar-
ried a hammer, and another 1 heavy
rpanner, but the Prime Minister was
daunted by mnothing.
~ .l‘l"'l'['l't:ilﬂ OF THE POLICE.

¢ deman assistance from the police
in apprehending the man who as-
saulted him, but it was only under the
most insistent demands of the Prime
Minister that they could at lsst be in-
duced to emcort the man off the platform,
and then, a tly, they released him
U so0n AR thl-.;’ got out of Mr. Hughes's
sight, for he ap on the scenc agai
almost immediately. It was a most .
rant case of flouting the authority of
the P’rime Minister and the laws of the
Commonwealth, and this ettitude of the
{mhu was persisted 1n to the end. Al
hough Mr. Hughes demanded in his
capacity as Attorney-General of the Com.
monweaith that they should take actionm
gaiut his asmilant, Senior-Sergeant

enny declined to do so, declaring that
he_ recognised the lawd of Queensland
only, mmd would act under no other.

MENACE OF THE CROWD.

When the riot at last subsided, and the
egg thrower had been escorted from the
station, Mr. Hughes proceeded to the
edge of the platform to address the
crowd. But the air was still electrical. A
woman ltlﬂdill.h on the edge of the erowd
declared that she would willingly “do a
fortnight to have a crack at him,” and
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fortnight to have a erack at him,” and
a big, hulking man at the side replied that
he “waa not afraid either, and that he
would have a crack at the — if he did
time for it." Peyond hooting, however,
the menace of the crowd did not further
display itself. The seriousness of what
they had already done seemed to have
come home to them, and, although there
was no abatement of their hostility, no
further physical violence was attemnted.
When the Prime Minister commenced his
addrems he was greeted with mixed cheers
boots. The sergeant of police,
remarkable attitude toward
the lawless mob, realising appar
ly that it would be prudent for him
‘I.t b: assume the m‘l:ao:h.pm:
w order, stepped edge
platform, and asked the crowd in the
to give the Prime Minister a “fair
deal.” This appeal was fol-
; minfled cheering ard hoots,
R. HUGHES'S DECLARATION.
The Prime Minister, ing  with
voice, maid: “We have illlL

pasigat

Al

:
K2

vely
that these men, who enjoy liberty, are
unworthy to retain it, th the law
shall be obeyed by every man in this
country, police or not. (Cheers and
hoots.) Here, in this great crisis in the
| history of Australia and the ire,
' when the citizens are asked to decide a
| question upon which the pafety and
| liberty of Australia depends, the Prime
, Minister is assaulted and denied the
opportunity of free speech. I came here a$
the invitation of my fellow citizens” —
At this stage the man who first
assaulted the Prime Minister approached
' Mr. Hughes in , threatening manner
from the street. The Prime Minister
!prmptant t;z‘:l&mdh of f l:;he ;nlrtfnm and
# him. in earlier

that the ruffian shounld ha lmdﬁﬂmﬂﬂ
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that the ruffian shouid be arrested had
been ignored, for there he was lﬁ:
'lhrnten_l Mr. Hughes with fure
T wiolence. The Prime Minister
Again gave the man in charge, and he
wag removed from the immediate vicine
itv, but whether he was up or
not is not known, as the train
ts ﬂmq a minte or two later,
W AND ORDER MUST
S MAINTAINED. -
uming lus speech Prime
Muuster sud: “1 wall Mmuw
vrder -an  this country., (Cheers :=
whmdl k}“ Nmt.har‘ dinir tein nor LW.W,
p e from it.” cheersn
nni hoots.) 0w g o

A man ront of the crowd herg
made a_hostile interjection, .

Lhe Prime Minwster: You say one
werd and I'll bave you, (Cheers and
hoots ) | am here to speak to you on a
subject of vital moment to the welfare of
Australia. On Deceuber 20 you are to de-
Cide whether you arc for Australia or
sguinst her; whether you will range
yourselves under the Union Jack along.

side your Kkiusmen, the lads who
fighting for the cause of Liberty, .::

alongside those men who are do

dirty work of Germany in ourw
(Loud cheers and hoots.) These men
rhuhprlh :houl.hJiberty are

ing prevent the voice of the Govern-
ment being heard. The people of the
Commonwealth have given me authority
and by virtue of that authority 1
11][ maintain law and order,  (Cheers.)

ny man .who interrupts me or

other gpeaker, or who makes any &
ment calculated to mislead the electors,
w.ll be dealt with out of hand.

STATE GOVERNMENT'S DEFIANCE.
There are men in charge of the
Government of this State who are openly
lending themselves to this defiance of
the laws of the couatry, and they ace
endeavouring now to circulate
:}la .Tlet}mmfnf Lﬂln-rd" a concoctivn
vile lies for t urpose of confusing
and deceiving the elllmtuu in the aver.
Cae of their votes. They are not doing it

openly, but by a subterfuge. There never
Was l’mnn critical tim:m'in tha hiEm-.-..
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_r._.,,.;, T Ay W SuwWCLLUEY. 4 NeTT never
more critical time in the histavy
of Australia, and the Government i
bhave been a set of crayen of
they had not come before the people. If
You are for Germany have the manliness
to put up her flag; if you are for Sinn
Fein pur up the » and I will know
how to deal with you, whether are
in the police or outside of it. (More
cheers and hoots.) When these men
prate about Lberty; when they
say the proposals of " the Government
dre  inimical to liberty, I ask
{iw to remember that you owe your

berty to the fact that ngland
and all the nations of the Erwm'l ,m

ourselves, have adopted the v systemn
that, in such a moderate fnnnt?wa now
you to approve. Y.n are shel
behind the valour and self-sacrifice of
conscript armios of the world,  Are you
free men® are you wortlly of the men
and women who bore you? If you will
not strike a blow for the country to
which you owe everything then do yom
stamp yourselves unworthy of freedom.,
“SHOW THAT YOU ARE LOYALY”™
There are some men in this coun who
tell you to pu: Australia first. t?-, I
to put Australia first and if
do that, you will be for the
(Further cheers and hoots.) There is a
man to-day, who 1s the real front of the
Wn&e.unumtﬂﬂm every Ger
nian in the country looks: to whom e
Sinn Feiner looks: to whom ev I.W.w
n looks, who is the real Je of the
tion to the (iovernment's proposals,

na
ﬂ hame i ..\Ill- I.... Cim
hoots. ) If .'{-I.l f,:fﬂ-f:r ImIn you o

rm"“fml er thlo ha.n‘r’:ar of the

enemieg o ustralia. ‘hy does

Germanp mue the Gﬂ‘i'ﬂ{lﬂnt'l.b-’

are r :’Iunmyi ITGFMFE thEI:"]'.' adjure

m the nyme u? 13:2:':?:;. and i g

name of liberty, to cast your votes om

m“t,'her 20 'mh fm;r:r of the Governs
proposals. Show that

loval to Australia and to t.harﬁnﬂ

(More cheers ard hoots ) -

A TORRENT OF ABUSE.
The time for the ure of the traim

having now arrmved. Mr Huchoa rotiass
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baving now arrved, Mr. Hughes returme
ed to his carriage, followed - a '
crowd, som< hooting and o
ing. o further missiles were
but & number of men and women
ed the open windows and
H:ﬂ'l‘mt of abuge at the Prime Ministep,

police sergeant, who wos in
forefront, was again instructed to pro-
ceed against the prune mover in the

hu“ the court t?ﬂ W

morning, t in inform .
Hughes that he I'I'I:G:)I'ﬂ)ﬂ-l'ed to
mse only the hw;f:::fhethe Flate. Ag
train moved out station there wag
a further bostile h;iemumtrltinn, :fdﬂﬂ
was noticeable that a number
Queensland railway employees, who wers
'h uniform, joi in the hooting.

g ﬁ‘i

&

B ns- , Me
h-th.“éu Coll'ns street, Melbcurne, and Gy

i
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