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Ket' N°

The Commissioner of Police,

Brisbane.

-;23}n)zér¢~g 2nd December, 1917.

Sir,

I have the honor to report that as
instructed by you I proceeded to Warwick on the
30th uvltimo for the purpose of making enquiries
into the charges preferred against Senior Sergeant
Kenny, and the Police under his charge, by the
Honourable, The Prime Minister of the Commonwealth,
Mr W. M. Hughes.

The complaint against XKenny is fully set
out in the telegram addressed to you by MR Hughes
from Wallangarra, a copy of which is attached.

As a result of my enquiries I ascertained
that on the 29th ultimo a large crowd of people
assembled on the platform of the Warwick Railway
Station and its vicinity, awaiting the arrival of
the Prime Minister from Toowoomba by the southern
mail train. Immediately the tfain pulled in, Mr
Hughes alighted on the platform and was met by Mr
Ce E. McDougall and other members of the National
Political Council; and amidst mingled cheers smd
groans from the crowd, he proceeded to make his
iay across the platform to the place set apart for
him to deliver an address. An egg was thrown at

the



the Prime Minister whilst crossing, but it missed its
mark and landed amongst the crowd near him. A second
egg was almost immediately thrown from the same direct-
ion, striking the Prime Minister's hat; and simultane
gously sll was excitement. Amongst the assembled crowd
were two brothers, Barty and Patrick Brosnan, and there
appears to be ample evideﬁoe procurable to show that
they were responsible for throwing the eggs, of which
it is alleged three were thrown and one of which struck
the Prime Minister. When Mr Hughes was struck, he
turned and moved towards the carriage in a very excited
condition. Senior-Sergeant Kenny, who was in attende
ance, ¢aught the Prime Minister by both arms, and, not
being in uniform, endeavoured to explain that he was
the senior sergeant of police and that he would afford
Mr Hughes protection and arrange that‘he should get a
hearing. Mr Hughes endeavoured to free himself from
Senior-Sergoent Xenny, but was unable to do so until

Mf Ce E. McDougall intervened and insisted on Kemmy
releasing his hold, which the latter forthwith did.

Mr Rule, who I understand is the man referred to
as a returned soldier, snd who accompanied Mr McDougall
and party to the railway station, saw Barty Brosnan
throw the egg that struck Mr Hughes, and he immediately
struck Brosnan a heavy blow in the face. The 1latter
fetaliated and a fight ensued. A crowd gathered around
the combatants and a desl of jostling took place, caused
apparently by the efforts of the crowd to obtain a view
of the fight. Sergeant Huston, who was present on duty,
forced his way through the crowd and separated the men,
Barty Brosnan being removed from the railway premises,

~ to which he did not return, nor did he again interfere
in the proceedings.. As 8 result of the encounter,

Barty Brosnan waa severely cut about the face.
About
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About this time, Patrick Brosnan was seen by
Constable Tong to throw an egg in the direction of
the Prime Minister and was immediately removed by
Tong from the railway premises, and three more eggs
found in his possession were destroyed.

Mr Hughes then faced the crowd with the evident
intention of addressing them, when Senior-Sergeant
Kenny, who was standing near him, appealed to those
assembled to give the Prime Minister of the Common-
wealth a fair hearing and British faeir play. Mr
Hughes had not proceeded far with his address when
Patrick Brosnan, who had not been arrested by Const-
able Tong, reappeared and, inter jecting, approached
within about ten feet of Mr Hughes in a threatening
attitude, when he was promptly arrested by Sergeant
Huston, who removed him and handed him over to two
constebles to be taken to the lock-up and charged with
creating a disturbance.

Mr Hughes, during these proceedings, was in a vey
excited state, and on several occasions ordered the
police to arrest Patrick Brosnan, who at the time was
actually under arrest and was being removed. The Prime
Minister apparently was confused by the physical resem-
blance existing between the brothers Brosnan, and was
under the misapprehension that Patrick Brosnan was the
individual who had assaulted him and engaged in the
encounter with Mr Rule. This would probably account
for Mr Hughes's action in excitedly Jjumping from the
platform, making his way through the crowd, and addressk

ing Sergeant Huston in the following words, "Sergeant,

arrest




arrest that man, and if you don't doso I will have
you reduced." This incident alone is I think suffice
ient to indicate that Mr Hughes lost for the time all
control.

I interviewed several gentlemen who were present,
including Mr McDougall, from whom I obtained a state-
ment as attached which speaks for itself, . Mr
McDougall was near the Prime Minister throughout the
proceedings, and he states he did not see any person
lay hands on Mr Hughes, with the exception of Seniore
Sergeant Kenny,_whose intention was friendly: and the
only assault he saw committed was that on Mr Hughes
when he was struck with the egg. The blood which is
alleged to have been seen on Mr Hughes's hand camnot
be accounted for by those present.

The fact that Senior-Sergeant Kenny was not in
uniform caused, in my opinion, some confusion, as it
is doubtful whether the Prime Minister was sware, when
Kenny catght him, that he was a member of the Police
Forcef

At the completion of his address, Mr Hughes oalléd
SeniorQSergeant Kenny over to his carriage, and within
the hearing of‘Mr MeDoug2all and others, said to him,
"Have ihose men been arrested?" +to which Kenny replied,
"I will if you lay an information."™ Mr Hughes then
sajid, "I am Federal Attorney-General and I tell you to
arrest them." In reply to this remark Xenny said,

"I am under the Queensland Government and I take my
instructions from them."™ Mr Hughes replied, "Thén I
will deal with you." At this time Patrick Brosnan

was actually in custody, but his brother Barty, who was

not



not arrested, had not put in an appearance.

The Brosnans are well known to the police, and
Patrick Brosnan does not bear a good character, being
looked upon as 2 quarreleomme man. I feel convinced that
had Patrick Brosnan been errested when seen by Const-
abhle Tong thrOWI;g the egg, and then found with three
other eggs in his possession, further'trouble would
have been averted.

Mr F. Ce M. Burne, the loccal Police Magistrate,
was present and saw all that took place, and he assured
me that the report appearing in the Brisbane morning
papers was exaggerated, and he is prepared to give 2
statement in detaeil of what he saw. He states that
the disorderly proceedings on the platfeorm did not last
more than three or four minutes.,

I aleso interviewed the following gentlemen:-=
ﬁr F. Selk, auctioneer; Mr R. J. Leeper, solicitor;

Mr John Stuart, retired conpractor and President of the
Caledonian Society; Mr J. Murdoch, Je.P., Livery-stable
keeper; and Mr A. Gale. These gentlemen are in
agreement that Mr Hughes was not assaulted beyond being
struck on the hat with an egg, thrown by one of the

- Brosnans: and duting my short visit to Warwick, I met
several residents who were present at the proceedings
who are of opinion thét the police, under the except=-
ional circumstances, were placed in & very trying
position. .

With reference to a statement contained in the
publfshed reports to the effect that one of the men in
the crowd carried & hammer, and another a heavy spanner,
it was found on inveétigation that these men were
railway employees on duty, and the implements referred

to



to were in use by them for the purposes of their occup-
etion. The men are well known and reputeble citizens
and were only inoffensive spectators throughout the
distrubance.

As a result of my enquiries, and from a perusal
of the reports submitted, I have come to the following
conclusions---

(1) That owing to the preveiling excitement, the
reports prepared almost immediately afterwards appear
to be exsaggerated.

(2) That the trouble would have beem minimised
had Senior-Sergeant Kenny been in uniform as he should
have been, which would have prevented confusion when he
held the Prime Minister who was probably unaware of his
identity

(8) That the statements are conflicting as to
which of the Brosnan brothers threw the egg which
struck the Prime Minister; but in my opinion, and as
a result of careful enquiries, Barty Brosnan wes
responsible.

(4) That Constable Tong, in my opinion, failed
in his duty in ﬁot arresting Patrick Brosnan when he
saw him throw an egg in the direction of the Prime
Minister.

| I have instructed Inspector O'Connor snd
Detective Senior-Sergeant Head, who are still in
Warwick, to obtain full statements as to the assault
on the Prime Minister by the Brosnsn bpothers with a
view to proceedings being taken against them.

The following reports, etc., dealing with the

matter have been obtainedee-

(1) statement by Mr C. E. McDougall. '

(2) Report by SenioreSergeant Kenny.
(3)



(3) -Report by Sergesnt Huston.

(4) Report byicting-Sergeant O'Brien.

(5) Report by Constable Tong.

(6) Report by Constable Duffiecy.

(7) Report by Constable Coughlan.

(8) Extragts from the "Warwick Argus" and the

"Warwick Examiner and Times".
I have the honor to be,

Sir,

Your obedient Servant,

hief spector.




Criminal Investigation Branch,

Brisbane. 29th November 1917.

Copy of telegram to Commissioner received 7.20
pm, 29/11/17.
Wallangarra. Sec.95.
The Commissioner for Police, Bne.
At Warwick today at 3 p m,when leaving the train
to address a public meeting I was assaulted by o
number of men stop there was great tumult emounting

virtually to a riot stop I orderei the Police to
immediately errest the two most prominent ring -

':/féadere but acting under the Senior sergts direc-

tion they refused to do so stop I called the
attention of Senior Sergeant Kenny that a deliber-
ate and violent bre;ch of the laws of the
Commonwealth had been committed that the laws of
the Commonwealth override those of the state and

ag Attorney Ceneral I directed him to take
proceedings to proeecutevthese men under the
Commonwealth law stop he replied that he recog-
nized the laws of Queensland only and would act
under no other stop I then told him I would teke
proceedings against him for having broken the
COmmoanalth law and that having issued instructionr
to the Police under his control to do likewise he n
not only connived at the disgracefyl proceedings of
the meeting but hed broken the Commonwe&alth law him
self stop I have to request that you as Commissione
for Police of the state of Queensland suspend him
from dtty immediately and take 811 such steps as
are necessary for his immedinte prosecution under

the laws of the Commonwealth stop unless this is
done forthwith the Commonwealth Government will

you responsible for sny bresch qf.?aka_gﬁeps to enforce its ™ Ja wi and wgll ‘hola |
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MR. HUGHES IN WARWICK.

@

SCENE AT THE STATION.

—

EXCITING INCIDENTS,

——

~ A BRIEF ADDRESS.
- @

In accordance with the arraugements
made overnight, the Prime Minister ar-
rived in Warwiek by the mail train on
Thursday. It had originally been in-
tended that he should travel by motor
car from Toowoomba, but the condition
of the roads rendered this arrangement
impraeticable.  The Prime Minister’s
visit aroused considerable interest. A
large crowd had gathered in the roadway
outside the station, waiting to hear the
address.  An almost equally large num-
ber assembled on the platform.  The
train arrived up to time, and the Prime
Minister immediately alighted. He was
met by members of the National Politi-
cal Council, and amid mingled cheers
and boohoos, he quickly proceeded to
make his way across the platform to-.
wards the opening where the mails are
loaded and unloaded.  From there he
wad to address the crowd.  While Mr,
Hughes was crossing over, an incident
oceurred which Ted to all the subsequent
excitement and trouble. Somebody in
frout threw an egg at him, and it miss-
ed, but landed amongst those who were
Just at the back of him, and splashed
ou ladies’ dresses. A second egg which
came from the same direction broke on
the Prime Minister’s/ hat, and in an in-
stant all was tumult, excitemont and
confusion. Tho Prime Minister drew
back towards the train and spoke in ox
cited toncs to Senior Sergeant Kenny,
‘who, with others, appeared to be eseort-
ing 'ium, towards the place where lie wae
(to addreSs the people outside. Then'
another egg was thrown, and t.c crowd
on the platform was swaying and surg-
ing around the Primo Minister, and those
accompanying him.  Police were close |
at hand, and Constable Tong, step ing in |
amongst the section of the erowd near-
(est the bookstall, went up to Patrick
Brosnan, and seizing him by the-arms
‘held him for some time. At the same
moment, a fight commenced in the eentre
of the throng, and for a fow minutes, a
very willing cuocounter was waged. It
was impossible to see how it originat
ed. Apparently, somebody resented the
egg-throwing, and when a'rush was made
at Patrick Brosnan, his brother, Bart
3 nan intervened, and then there was
A wild serimmage, in which arms ang |
fists could be seen working vigorously.
Bart Brosnan, towering above the crowd,
had blood on his face, and the scene af
this stage of the proceedings threatened
to develop seriously. The erowd on the
platform closed in round the men engag. |
ed in the fight, and the crowd on the
roadway swarmed on to the platform,
adding to the confusion, Everybody
seemed to be rushing towards the com- |
Tbatauts, but fortunately, the fightin

ended almost as quickly as it began an
nobody appeared to be much the worse
for it as far as damages went. Moan-
while, time was passing, and it looked as
if the Prime Minister would not have the
chance of speaking.  When the disturb-
auce ceased. Mr. Hughes, who was_ae-
teompnnicd by Senior Sergeant Kenny,
made his way through the erowd,'nnd!
reached the opening in the platform
fence, at which he was to speak. Al |
the time there was a running accompani-
ant of cheers and groans. - Mr. Hughes

essayed to in his address, bhut there
was a‘fuslhg:gof interjections and inter-
ruptions, and above the noise thus made

peheers of support and encon ent
110 - rang out. It was very cult
the first to follow the various

ses of wl.;p disturbance, as s0 many
tings were h ppening
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[by the unexpectéd fistic encounters.” AT

similar difficulty attended the reporting |
of the Prime Minister’s speech,  The

reporters’ seats were overrun, and while !
Mr. Hughes was speaking, about a score
of others were talking, and a ing all
the time just beside i:im, making the
Prime Minister almost inaudible exeept
to those immediately in front of him., 'I)t
should be added that Y'rior to the depar-
ture of the train, Mr. Hughes and Senior
Sergeant Kenny were seen in animated '
discussion, -and Mr. Hughes was appar-

cutly complaining that the man who as-

saulted him -had not been taken into

custody.  Mr. Hughes sent a telegram

to the state Premicr on the subjeet. Tha
‘eorrespondence is given below. |
When the disturbance had subsided, !
and. the Prime  Minister ain

walked over to the place from

which lhe was to speak, escorted by |
Senior Sergeant Kenny, the latter

announced that the Prime Minister wish-

ed to address those rresent on the sub. |
Jeet now before the electors, and express- |
ed the hope that he would be given a fair
hearing. ’

" Mr, Hughes, who was received wita
applause and groans, said: We have scen
an exhibition to-day which proves con- |

which they ought never to have had.

The opening sentence of the Primo
Minister’s speech aroused such a clamor
that it was some seconds before he could

roceed. ‘T am here,”’ continued Mr.

ughes, ‘‘to say this—that the laws of
this country should be obeyed by thosa ‘
in this country (Voices: Hear, hear). I
came here at the invitation—
~ Again the interruption commenced. .

turning to Scnior Sergeant Kenuny, and
pointing to P. Brosnan, who was stand- |
ing in the crowd, ‘“arrest that man.’’ ‘

Senior-sergeant Kenny made some
reply which was inaudible to those
standing a few paces away.

‘T don’t care,’” retorted Mr. Hughes,
emphatically. ‘‘You must arrest that
aman at once,’’ Jumping down amongst
the crowd, the Prime Minister made his
way overeto where Brosnan was stand-
ing. In the meantime, Brosman was
taken in custody by Sergeant Huston,
and Constable Duflicy, who bustled him
away. ~

Returning to  the platform, Mz,
Hughes resumed his address: ‘1 will
keep law and order in this country,”’
be said. ““Whether you belong to the
Sinn Fein or the LW.W. you will have
|to—!" The remainder of the sentence
was lost in the din that arose. ‘“Now
just vou say one word and I will have
yon,’’ continned Mr. Hughes. ““Just
‘open your mouth.”’

‘The Prime Minister then went on to
speak on the question now before the
electors: ““Now then,”’ ‘He said, ‘I am
here to speak to you on a subject of

{ | proposals of the Government are inimi- |
cal to liberty, I ask vou to remmw
3

clusively that these men enjoy & liberty

‘*Bergeant,’’ said the Prime Minister, | |

vital moment to the welfare of Australia.
On the 20th December you will deeide |
whether you are for Australia or against
Australia, whether you range vourself asg
under the Union Jack and alongside your

insmen fighting for the cause of lib-
-erty, or wkether you will range vour-
selves alongside those men who are play-
ing the dirty work of Germany in our
midst (applaunse). The Government hag

| set its proposals before you, and these
A men who prat i

ouring to prevent the voice of the Goy- "

rtv are endeay-

ernment being heard, but, sirs, the people
have given me authority, and by virtus
of that authority I will maintain law and
order against all men in this country.
(Voiees: Hear, hear). The man who
interrupts me, I don’t care whe he is, or
who interrupts any other speaker, or who
makes any misstatement caleulated to
mislead the electors, I will deal with
out of hand, We have in this State
men in charge of the Government who arc
openly lending themselves to the defianee
of the laws of the country, and they are
endeavouring, in defiance of the Common-

wealth law to circulate through the
country in a ‘‘Hansard,”” a con-
vile: lies for the pi :

coction of

TR

3

and dece
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But they shall not do it either openly or
by subterfuge. My friends, there never
was in the history of Australia a time—

A voice: There was never anything
like you.

Mr. Hughes: There never was a time
when there was a greater duty on free
citizens to comport themselves worthily
of their freedom. Here we are at the
present moment, when the British Em-
pire has upon its shoulders the great re-
sponsibility for the cause of liberty,
when Russia is in a state of collapse,
when Italy is now fighting desperately
to hold her own on heér own soil, when
one of our Australian divisions has to be
withdrawn from the fromt owing to the
lack of reinforeements—The Government
would be a set of eravens, cowards and
traitors if they.did not come before the
people to ask for power from the free
citizens of Australin by virtue of which
they can govern the country-—

At this stage the interruption was re-
sumed, aud the conclusion of the Prime
Minister’s sentence was inaudible,

Mr. Hughes: If you are for Germany
if yon belong to the Sein Fein, put your
flag up and [ will deal with you. T will
deal with yon, make no mistake abont it
whether yon are in the police or outside
it (uproar).  When these men px?&a,.
about liberty, when they declare that lit‘!

| that to-day you owe vour liberty to t
fact that England France, Italy—all th
' nations of the world save South -

and ourselyves—have adopted this very
systom we are urging upon you. You
| ate here to-day in peace and sccurity,
| Why? Because you are sheltered behind
itho conseript armics of the world. Are |

you free men?  Are you worthy of those
men and women who bore you? )
|  Here there was further interruption,
in which voiees could be heard shouting:
| “Conscripts!’’ and “‘Give him one;’’
Mr. Hughes: Are you worthy of the
liberty you enjoy? If you will not
strike a blow for the country to which
you belong-— ; £y 4
(Once more ‘the Prime Minister's re-
marks were drowned in the uproar.)
There are some men who say put Aus-
tralin first. ~Yes, I say, put Australia
first, but you cannot be loyal to Austra-
‘lia if you are disloyal to the Empire.
There s a man in Melbourne to-day who
is the real head and front of these men,
& man around whom all the clans who are™
opposed to the proposal of the Govern-
ment
man in this country looks; a man to
whom every Sinn Feiner looks; a man to

—tii

ther; a man to whom every Ger- |

whom every 1I.W.W. man looks—and !

that man’s name is Mannix. If yon
wish to ride beneath his banner, do it.

A voice: Why do you raise the seet- |
arian issue? :

Mr. Hughes: Bat when you do it you
range yourselves under the banner of
the deadly enemies of Australin. Why

R R R o

cause they know that the proposals of

the Government are a menace to Ger- |

many.
is too short to cnable me to deal with
the matter at length, But I
that in the name of Australia,
name of liberty, you will do your best
on the 20th December to show that you
are loyal to Australia and to the Empire
(applause).  Wipe out the stain that
rests on the name of Queensland, and
prove yourselves deserving of liberty.
Mr, Hughes concluded speech am-
idst cheers, which were followed by a
strong counter-demonstration. The
Prime Minister hurried back to ecatch
the train, and as it moved off tho anti-
conscriptionsts mustered in front of his

carriage and hooted with all the vlgog-l‘&

their lungs.—W, H. A. Dunn, *¢ {
Office, Warwick.
—t——

ADDRESS AT STANTHORPE.

@ —
-The *‘Courier’’ gives the following re-

port of the meeting at Stanthorpe, as .

reported by two Melbourne journalists:
RVhen the train drew up at the Stan-

Station

half

about an  hour

later Mr. Hughos
reception  in  com-

to that accorded

A lar !

thorpe
and @
‘was  given a
plete contrast
rat Warwick.

a2
d 1

implore
in the

Ladics and gentlemen, the time




s % 'pe is unparalleled in the history of |

wountry - has just taken place at
Waswick. I have been assaulted in a
most eowardly fashion, and the police
‘there, apparently acting under ‘instrue-
tion from a Government which is en-
tirely opposed to the prineiples on which
‘Australia and the Empire stand, so far
from assisting to preserve order, actually
connived at the assault upon me and lent
their aid to it. (Cries of ‘shame’). I told
them, and I tell every citizen of Queens-

land, that the law of the Commonwealth §

js supreme and must prevail. (Cheers.)
Now is the time when you must show
under which flag you are fighting, I ask
vou to heed not the les of those who
Wwish to make you play the game of Ger:
many.

¢iThere is in this eountry now, under
the name of Sinn Fein, a body which
wishes to destroy Australia and the Em-
g;q, but I will fight them as I will fight
the Germans, whose instruments 1d
tools they are. If you are for Aus-
tralia fight for her. 1t you are for Ger-
many or Sinn Fein, for God’s sake range
yourselves under their banner, so0° that
we may kunow vou for enemics and deal
with you accordingly. The Common
wealth has elected this Government to
‘earry out the laws of the land, and it
will not allow any citizen or State,
through  its instruments, the police, or
anvbody else, to stop us.”’ (ﬁhccrs.)——-
R. ,Austin} 233 Collins-st. elbourne;

L
A SOUTHERN PROSECUTION.
el
CHARGE AGAINST MR. CATTS,
e 2t
SYDNEY, Friday.—Mr. Catts, M.ILR,,
was charged at the Summons Court to-
day with having at Tamworth on Novem-
ber 24 made & verbal false statement
that there were six divisions of Austra-

lian troops in existence. Mr, Catts gave
evidenee that h?&ucved there were 8ix
divisions when he made the statement.
The Magistrate dismissed the case, stat-
ing that Mr. Catts had’ proved that he
had reasonable grounds for believing his
statement was true.—F. Melton, Pro-
vineial Press Agency. .
—— .

ACTION BY MR. HUGHES.
CHARGES AGAINST POLICE.

@t

MEASURES THREATENED.

BRISBANE, Thursday. — Telegrams
have passed between the Prime Minister
(Mr. Hughes) aund the State Premier (Mr.
Ryan) regarding to-day’s incident at
Warwick. The Prime Minister wired to
Mr: Ryau as follows from Wallangarra
to-day:— i

At Warwick to-day at 3 p.m., when
leaving the train to address a public
meeting [ was assaulted by a number of
men. There was a great tumult amount-

and L. Dumas, 197 Collins-st, Mel

batirne.

'STATEMENT BY SENIOR-SERGEANT
KENNY.
— 8-

Scnior-Sergeant Kenny, speaking to a
representative of the *“Courier’” on
Thursday night, said:

¢¢Phere was considerable disturbance
when the Prime Minister stepped off the
train, and one man made himself objee-
tionable by pelting eggs at the Prime
Minister, and he was promptly arrest-
ed, and will be brought before the court
to-morrow morning. I took the Prime
Minister baeck to the place at whieh he
was to speak, and, addressing the erowd,
said: ‘Ladies and gentlemen, this is the
Honourable Prime Minister of the Com-

monwealth. ~ He is here for a few min- |

utes to address vou. Give him British
fair play and listen to bim.'' I stood
behind the Prime Minister while he
spoke, and nothing occurred.”’ >

/. ‘THE WARWICK INCIDENT.”

BRISBANE, Friday.—Referring to-day
‘to the Warwick incident Mr. Ryan stated
that arrangements had already been made
with the object of having the oceurrence
thoroughly investigated. The ‘Commis-

sioner for Polico had reported that he
“had not compligd ywith the Prime Minis-
ter’s request for £ pensign of Senior-
sorgeant Kenmy,! beeguse  the nis- -
sioner owed y’tﬁﬂy !othg‘ Sem'
| geant, and in view offeertaiu phases of
the ease indicated to him he di«f not feel
justified In taking the drastic action of
that officer’s suspension, Mr. Ryan
commented on the fact that the reports
of the incident published in the conscrip-
tionist press bore the signatures of two
officials who were travelling with the
Prime Minister,

R
PROSECUTION OF MR. RYAN.
——

BRISBANE, Friday.—Mr. Ryan to-day
referring to the impending prosecution of
himself and others said that the effect
avould be to prevent him participating
in the referendum campaign to the ex-
tent he would otherwise have been able
to do. He regarded the steps taken as
a departure from liberty aud fair play.

| —P. Melton, Provincial Press Agency,

Brisbane.

T -

THE IMPENDING PROSECUTIONS. |
y i, o

BRISBANE, Friday.—In couneetion |

with the proccedings against Mr. Ryan

on & ehargo of having committed a breach
of the censorship regulations, it is learnt

that the case will come on at the Police
Court in Brisbane on Monday morning.

ing virtually to a riot. [ ordered the
police to immediately z?mst two of the
most prominent ring-le ders but acting
under téhc Sonio&nSorgeant’aau qin‘:‘e‘tions
they refused to ealled ghe. at-
entiot 'u%ﬁd?%ﬁ Kenny' to the "
fact that a deliberate and violent  breach
of the laws of the Commonwealth had been
committed, that the laws of the Com-
monwealth override those of the State,
and, as Attorney-General, T dirceted him
to take proceedings to prosecute the men
under the Commonweanlth law. He re-
| plied that he recognised only the laws of
Suconslnnd and would act under no
| other. I then told him T would take
| proceedings against him for having broken
!th;el, Commonwealth laws and that hayv-
ing issucd instructions to the police un-
! der his control to do likewise he had
not -only connived at the disgraceful
eeedings but had broken the Common-
| weath law. I have #o,request that you,
as Premior of the State of aﬁueensland
suspend him from duty immediately and
take all sicps as are necessa ., for his
Ammediate prosecution under the laws of
L‘ﬂndfcommonwcaltb. Unless this is done
forthwith the Commonwealth Govern-
ment will take steps to enforee its own
laws and will hold you responsible for
any breaches of such laws,
William Morris Hughes, Prime Minister,
The reply by Mr. Ryan is addressed
to Mr. Hughes, Sydney, as follows:—
Your telegram of even date received.
I t to hear of the accident and trust
“you suffered no bodily injury. I am hav-
ing the subjeet matter of your complaint
immediately inquired into. A prelimin-
ary inquiry by telephone from ghrwiek
seoms to indieate that.the oceurrence was
not so scrious as your telegram represent-
ed. I am unable to understand the re-
levaney of your statement to Kenny
that the laws of Commonwealth override
the laws of the State. It seems to
me that such a statement had no bear-
ing on the matter as T am not aware of

any State law which conflicts
with the laws of the Com-
monwealth in  the circumstances

which you allege. Your threat with
regard to the Commonwealth Government
taking steps to enforee its own laws is
quite unealled for as this Government
is enforcing and will continue fo enforee
the laws of the Commonweslth and the

State.  Signed, Ryan, Premier.
POLICE COURT PROCEEDINGS.

——— —

CHARGE OF CREATING A DISTURB-
ANCE.

In the Warwick Police Court yestor.
day before Mr. F. C. M. Burne, P.M.,
Patrick Brosnan was charged with ereat
ing a disturbanee in Grafton-sfreet on
Thursday, November 80 =My s B

DI

> vl

Signed,”

Brennan appeared for the defendant who

—

At the outset of the ease, Mr. Bren-
nan said he was going to ask for an ad-
journment for a week. —He had only
received instruetions on the previous af-
ternoon to. appear for the defence, and
Senior Sergeant Kenny had been called
away to Stanthorpe on uggent business.

Constable Duffiey gave formal evidence
of arrest, . Hp sfated that at about 3.5
p.m. on the-20th instant, he was on duty
at the Warwick railway station. He
saw the defendant amongst a crowd of

gop‘le who were listening to an address

ing delivered by the Prime Minister,
. Hughes. Witness heard the de-
fendant interject on two or three ocea-

sions. Later, the Prime Minister
jumped down amongst the erowd, and or-
dered that the defendant should be ar-
rested. Witness thén conveyed the de-
| fendant to the watchhouse, and charged
| him with creating a disturbance in Graf-
[ton-street. . -

The P.M.: Did you see anything else?
—No I did not see anything else; I was
on the outskirts of the erowd.

Did von see the defendant advance

with his arm in the air towards where
the Prime Minister was speaking?—No,
I did not, your Worship.

This is not the man_ that threw the
eggs is it3—1L did not see him thréw any
cggs; 1 was outside the railway station
on the outside of the erowd.

You did not see the eggs thrownf?—

vou' instructions to arrest him?—No, He
did not give me any instructions.

You say all you saw the defendant do-
ing was interjecting—Yes.

“Sergeant Donoghue: Do you know that
anybody struck the Prime Minister ?—T
do not; T dld mot see anybody . strike

 The P.M.: Would you tolerate such
- conduct if you did?—No.

Towards any man?—It would not mat-
ter what man it was I would not toler-
ate such conduct. -~

The P.M.: I saw another man throw
egas: I think it was the defendant’s

not underssand at all. o

Mrm“n SoIe wastgoin to l:u_\r this,
your hi ing ty ave got
full pom!al%n of thel'*:nformation, 1
think it rather remarkable that you are
trying the case.

The P.M.: I just wanted to menti
this., It’s an oxtraordinary thing
Senior Sergeant Kenny is not
‘don’t know whether he saw it. Section
260 of the Code reads: ‘It is lawful for

eace to interfere to prevent a continu-
ance or renewal of it, and to use force

vention, umk;’g
to the dangt

sueh eontinuanee or renewal, and to de-
tain any person who'is committting or is
—qbq'g-'to.jOIn in or to renew the breach
of the peace for such time as may be
reasonably necessary in order to give him
into the custody of a police officer, .

reasonably proportional

witnesses a breach of t  for
any person lawfully assisting him, to ar-

lnf,lt,,pr- whom he believes, on reason-
able grounds, to be about to join in or
renew the breach of the peacc,’’

<1t is lawful for a police officer to re-

n a party to a brea
;‘;elueolq,v a4 person w:u;m the
clieves, on reasonable u
witnessad the bregeh of’;tt‘;n;}j

The P.M. to witness: You -
man was uot the one who
[ '-l} g&muo him tl;r
ou heard him interject?—Yes.
wach is general at all politicals
ingi!-‘Yos. e S

e P.M. to Mr, Brennan: You say yvou
wish. to apply for an adjournment{

Mr. Brennan: Yes, your Worship,

fence. T only reecived my instraetions

yesterday aftermoon. -
You want time to go into a case

you are instructed to defend on a

of .cre’atci.ug disturbance?—Yes.

,M.,S'enior Sergeant Kenny was on the
|:step alongside the Prime Miunister when

brother. Why he was not arrested T can.

t‘*!g pérson who witnesses a breach of the.
peac

‘41t is lawful for a gqlico omeordv;!gg‘
¢ peace, and for

ceive into custody and detain in custody

any person given into his charge as hav-
ing-gecz of the

vou arrested the defendant. Did he give

here. L

as is reasonably necessary for sueh pre-

“to be apprehended from

| rest any person whom he finds committ-

-
]

oﬁ\

have-not had time to go iuto tzédo

when

: “*»é’iiﬁ“‘ poge:
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| M. HUGHES AT WARWICK
: ‘-DISGRACEPMAPPENING&'

SCENE OF TUMULT ON RAILWAY
PLATFORM.

AN ARREST MADE.

o
by
o
»

“f
“
|
1
,¢  There was a very mixed erowd at the
Warwick railway station on Thursday,
awaiting the arvival of the mail train
from Brisbane conveying the Prime
Minister (Mr. Hughes). Mr., Hughes,
4 who had agreed to address the assem-
{ bBlage from the railway platform dur-
ing the few minutes at his dispo
"met with a most unpleasant experience. |
{ The Prime Minister' was met at the |
i train by séveral g:omjn,ent citizens of
Warwick, and as he was on his way to
the cdge of the platform someone from
the erush on the platform threw an
. The missile caught the Prime Min-
ster on the hat, aud ‘he thereupon
made bis way back towards the train.
Por a few minutes there was a mingled
! gories of hoots and cheers, and further
.: oggs flew, One perpetrator of the deed
was rather severcly handled, but, ap-
‘parently, he was not alone in this re-
' speet. During the melee Mr. Hughes
had his hand eut, and blood ran freely.
However, sceming  order was re-
! stored, and Mr. Hughes was again es-
i corted to the edge of the rvailway plat-
form. Eventually tho Prime r
as introduced to the people b .
Jor-sergeant Kenny, who asked that he
should be given a fair hearing.
i Mr. Hughes said that they had seen |
iat that moment n most gross assault
‘upon him and the eanse which the
Government of the country was now
advocating, and putting  before the
peovle of the country. They had seen
an exhibition whieh proved conclusive-
Iy that the men who enjoyed the lib-
erty and frecdom of Avstralia were un-

fit to maintain it.

At this stage there was a great deal
of commotion. The pressmen were
jostled about, and it was diffienlt to
hear above the din.

A voice eried ont: Were yvon ever in
Adelaide? 5

My, Hughes: Arrest that man!

In the midst of further disorder, Mr.
Hughes jumped off the platform amidst
cheers and great excitement. Subse-
quently the Saterjector was arrested.

After resuyfiing his stand the Prime
W{ “wa®_again interrupted, and
“for a fow Minntes it was impossible to

hear swvhat was taking place.

Continuing, Mr. Hughes said that he

was there to speak to them on a sub-
jeet of vital interest to the welfare of
~Australia. On the 20th Deecember they
~would bave to decide whether they
“were for Australia or against. (Ap-
plauge.) Whether they arranged them-i
selves alongside the Allies, or whether:
they arranged themselves alongside the |
men who were doing the work of Ger-
ﬂ;‘(‘nhw in their midst was the question.
Those men were trying to stop the
voice of the Government being heard.

Intervuption again took place at this .
stage, and Mr. Huglies said that any;
man who interrupted him or any other |
speaker would be dealt with out of |
hand.

Mr. Hughes said that they bad in the |
country people who, by a concoctiof ot‘
lies, were trying to deceive the eleéctors'!

in the exercise of their votes, How-
‘ongyﬂwy would not be aflowed to do,
i, cither by—coming aute ¢ open

['or by subterfuge. "AtNW¥ presont "[Iib'-’
" ment, the British Empire _upon”its’

shoulders greal respofisib®itios. Upon
| the Empire rested tho cause of libertyﬂ

 ——— -

| Russia was in a state of collapse, an
| Italy was fighting the cnemy on her
. own soil. Also, gne of the Australian
jdivisions had had to be withdrawn
‘from the {front. The Government,
- therefore, wounld be cowards not to ask
 for the powerg for which they were|
; asking to govern - the country. The
“anti-conseriptionists prated about lib-
€] lxg i d that the proposals of
the Gover

vero inimical to lib-
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NAUIE UL = 2hwhvamsnse walld VA LUEITY TO
cast their votes of the 20th December
in the way that would show that theyv
ware loyal to Australia and the Empire. |
The conclusion of the speech was greet- |
ed with ringing cheers and some hoots.

W. H. Keates, Palmerin street, War-
wick.

; ACTION BY PRIME MINISTER.

R-SERGT. KENNY'S SUSPEN. |
N R on

|

MR. RYAN'S REPLY.

Telegrams passed between the Prime !
Minister (Mr. Hughes) and the State
Premier (Mr. Ryan) regarding Thurs-
day’s incident at Warwick. The Prime?!
Minister wired to Mr. Ryan as follows |
from Wallangarra that day: At W._ng
wick to-day (Thursday) at 3 pm.
when leaving the train to address a2’
public meeting I was assaulted by a
number of men. There was a great tu-
mult amounting virtually to a riot. -1
ordered the police to immediately ar-
rest two of the most-prominent ring-
leaders, but aeting under the Senior-
sergeant’s directions they refused to
do so. I called the attention of Seniors
gergeant Kenny to the faet that a de-
liberate and violent breach of the laws
of the Commonwealth had been com-
mitted, that the laws of the Common-
wealth override those of the State, and,
as Attorney-General, I directed him to
take procecdings to prosecute the men
under the Commonwealth law. He re-
plied that he recognised the laws of
Queensland and would act under no|
other, I then told him I would fake|
roccedings against him  for having
L:oken the Commonwealth = law and
having issued instructions to the police
under his eontrol to do likewise he had
not only comnived at the disgraceful
proeeedings, but had broken the Com- |
monwealth law, 1 have to request that '
you, as Premier of the State of Queens- |
land, suspend him from duty immedia-
tely, and take all steps as ave neces-!
sary for his immediate prosecution un-
der the laws of the Commonwealth, Un-
less this is done forthwith the Common-
wealth Government will take steps to
conforce ifs own laws and will hold you |
responsible for any breeches of such
laws. Signed, William Morris Hughes, '
Prime Minister. I

The reply by Mr. Ryan was address-
¢d to Mr. Hughes, Sydney, as follows:
Your telegram of even date received.
I regret to hear of the accident, and
trust you suffered no bodily injury, I
am having the subjeet matter of your
ecomplaint immediately inquired into.
A preliminary inquiry by telephone
from Warwick seems to indicate that

the occurrence was uot so se_m
your telogram veprisented. 1 am un-
! able to understand the irreleyancies of
| yom: statement to Renny that tho laws
of the Commonwealth override the laws
~of the State. It seems té me that such
| @ statement had no bearing on the mat-
teras 1T am not aware of any State law
; whieh gonflicts with the laws of the
Commroriwealth in  the circumstaneces
. whieh you allege. Your threat with re- |
gard to_the Commonwealth Govern-|
ment taking steps to enforce its own |
4w is quite uncalled for as this Gov-

“ernment 18 enforcing and will continue

to enforce the laws of the Common-
mlih and the State. Signed, Rvan

Premier,

- POLICE COURT PROCEEDINGS.
AFTERMATH OF THURSDAY'S
MEETING.

NG,

~_As an outeome of the scene at the
' Warwick railway station on Thursday,
| Patrick Brosnan a red before Mr,
F. C. M. Burne, PM,, at the Warwiek
Police Court Yosterday morning, eharg-
od yith creating a disturbanee g:

L

— — —
-

Sergeant Kenny to attend. Mr., Bren-
| nau explained th.zt,"egnior-Sergent
 Kenny was away at Stanthorpe.

e 14 ///; 7§

and b the ease for a week to enable  Senior-

« Constable Duficy gave cvidence of

arrest. Jle stated that at about 3.5
pan. on the 20th igst., he was on duty
at the Warwiek railway station. Wit-
ness saw defendant Patrick Brosnan
amongst a erowd of people who were
listening to an address by the Prime
Minister (My, Hughes). Witness heard
defendant interjeet on two or three oe-
_casions, and after a time the Prime
Minister jumped off the platform and
ordered the arrest of defendant. Wit-
ness then conveyed the defendant to
the wateéhliouse and charged him with
~ercating a2  disturbance in  Graftons
! street.—By the PMLI Withess never
saw the defendant do anything . else.
Witness was  on the gntside “of the

not,
"’zdﬁl‘de?ﬂ.,: e is not the man who |

| threw an egg at the Prime Minister 7
I dild not see that.

The P.M.: Senior-Sergeant K@l%y
was on the platform  alongside the
Prime Minister when you arrcsted this
man.
tions to arrest him?*~No,

' The PM.: All you saw defendant
doing or heard him doing, was inter-
Joeut'%lg?g—Y&. :

g ¢ PM.: Did you seo him tlirow‘!

any egues?—I did nof see anybody.

The P.M.: Would you tolerate ~such |

conduet, if you did, towards any man?
~——No; no matter who he was 1 wonld
net tolerate such conduct. T3
. The PM.: T saw” another man, 1
think it is his brothor., Why it is he
1&;}1_10# arrested 1 eanno! Wnderstand at
| My, Brewnan:-Do youinot think, if
you have full possesgjon of this inform |
tion, it looks rather remarkable you
trying this casef !

The P.M.: T simply mention that it'
is an extraordinary thing that Senior- |
Sergeant Ieenny is not here. The P.M.
added that he did not know why Sen-
igr-Sergeant ,l.{og‘,\', who saw the-inci-
dent, did not order the man’s arrest.
Yec then proceeded to quote from the
Criminal Code section 260, as follows,
regarding a breach of the peace: ‘It
iﬁnwful for any person who witnesses
a breach of the peacc to interfere to
prevent o continuance or renewal of
it, and to uwse such force as is reason-
ably necessary for such prevention,
and as reasonably proportioned to the
danger to be apprehended from such
continuance or renewal, and to detain
any person who is committing or who |
is about to join in or renew the breach
of the peace, for such time as may be ]
reasonably necessary in order to give
him into the custody of a police officer.

It is lawful for a police officer who
witnesses a breach of the peace and
for auy person lawfully assisting him,
to arrost any verson whom he finds |
committing it or whom he believes on
reasonable grounds to be about to join |
in or renew the breach of the peace.

It is lawful for a police officer to
receive into custody, and retain in cus: |
tody, any person given into his charge
as having been a party to a breach of
the peace, or a person whom a police

Jofficer believes on reasonable grounds
to have witnessed a breach of the
the peace.’’

Continuing to question the witness,
the P.M. asked: You say this man was
not the man who threw tho eggs?—I
never saw him. !

The P.M.: The only thing you saw
him participate in was the interjee-
tions ¥ —Yes. .

The .M. (to Mr. Brennan): Yousay
vou wish to apply for an adjournme

My, Brennan: [ want to go into the
case, I only got-my instructions yes-
terday afternoon.

- “The PM.: Ts there no other reason
bevond that?
- Mr, Breunan: Except that I want

Did he give yon any instrue- ;

| time to prepare my defence.
- Setrhgeapt nogl;uesthen - said  that |
¢ L Ollﬂlt, t Ser _m

Lerow B
| M.: Did you sce bim advance
ards the place. from which thes
| Prime Ministor was speaking?—I did


















Toowoomba District
Warwlck Station
1st.December 1917.

771 /17,
e to: COmplaint of the Hom.W.M.
m.mm police at Warwiok.
Sir,

I beg to repart having ascertained
that the Hon.W.M.Hughes would arrive in
Warwick,on Thursday the 29th.ult.and de-
ing short nabded at thls station, I took
the precaution of 'phoneing to my Inspec-
tor on the 27th.ultimo, asking for add-
itlonal police to assist in preserving
order at tho'rrimn Minister's meeting,
which requested was éranted ne, & I was
gilven the services of three extra men.
Having ascertalned on the morning of the
29tn.,ult,that the prime Minister would
address the public from the Rallway plat-
form while the train was there, I detailed
a Sergeant,an Acting Sergt.& five Const-
ables for duty at the Rallway Statilen,
with Seygt.Huston in Charge.

Wnen the traln pulled up at tie platform
the prime Ministey alignted Ifrom nis
carriage,& walked to the northern end of
the platform. T closed in benind him, and
I saw one egg strike nis hat, but because
of the fact of it having been thrown from
benind me I could not see who threw it.

To/

The Inspector of police,

Toowoomba,



NN

When the egg struct the Prime Minister, he turned & was walking
nurrldly towards the train., I caught him by the arm & sald to him
I am Senior Sergt.Kenny, come with me & I will see that you get

a hearing¥. He then returned with me to the end of the platform,

& I addressed the crowd saying,%Ladies & Gentlemen, thnis is the
Honourable the Prime Minister of the Coummonwealtny He wishes to adc
ress you, glve him British fair play & give him a hearing*.

The prime Minister taen addressed tne audience, & I stood by nis
slde while doing so. I took this action in order to preserve tne
Peace. Beyond being struct on the hat with an egg, no assault was
committed on the Prime Minister, & after I introduced him he got

a falr nearing. One man named patrick Brosnan was arrested for
ereating a disturbance, & his brotner, Barth Brosnan, was removed
from thne platform by the police,

I did not instruct the police not to arrest Brosnan, neitner did

I 1ssue them any instructions, beyond those I gave them before
going to tne Rallway Station, & my instructions to them then, were

to preserve law & order, There was no breach of Commonwealtn or

-State Law, beyond what 1s herein descrived, & the only legal actior

that could be taken by the police was taken,

After the prime Minister was seated in his carriage just prior to
%hc departure of the train, he called out to me saying, "As Attor-
ney General of the COmmonwoéltn I Order that man's arrest under
the Commonwealtn Law', He named no man, neither did ne point out
any man, or do or say anything to indicate to whom he was referr-

ing, or the nature of any Charge he wished to prefer. I told him

- 1f ne had any Charge to prefer against any person, he could lay an

information & action would be taken accordingly,& that I knew
nothing about the Commonwealtn Law, & was acting under the State

Law. Presumably he was referring to patrick Brosnan, but Brosnan

- was then under arrest for creating a disturbance, & was on his

‘way to the Watch-house,

N
SENIOR SERGEANT. 580



Toowoomba District
Warwick Station
1st.December 1917.

770/17.

Relatlve to: Address of Hon.W.M. Hughes,
Prime Minister of Australia at warwick,
Rly.Station on 29tn.ult,

L I beg to report that on Thursday
29th.ult, during the address of tne Hon.
W.M.Hughes I was in Charge of the Uniform
police at the Railway Station consisting
of one (1) Act.Sergt.& five (5) COnstablz
On arrival of the Mall train on which he
travelled he was escorted by Senior Sergt.
Kenny,(wno was in plain clothes) and a
number of Civilians,from his carriage to
the northern end of tne Rallway Station
from which ne was to address the public
who were in Grafton St. Immediately on
his arrival on that part of the platform
from which he was to deliver his address,
and which is about three feet higher than
Grafton St. & behind where he was stand-
ing a fight occurred between two men nam-—
ed Alexander Rule & Barth Brosnan,

I seperated the two men & was removing
Brosnan from the Rallway Station,but on
he giving me his assurance that he would
not again return I allowed nim to go;wnicr
ne did, I then returned - to where the add-
ress was beling delivered, I saw Constable
Tong holding & man named Patrick Brosnan
whow we put out on tb the Street,througn

To
The Inspector of Police,

Toowoomba,



/7 )
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through tne public entrance. I watched Brosnan & saw him going
along by tne Station,& up to where the prime Minister was
speaking, & ralsing nis nand in a defiant manner,but ne was
not within striking distance,he sang out some words waich I
was unable to hear. I then got up to nlm & caught him by the
shoulder & turned nim round & sala to nlm "Now Brosnan are you
going away",®If not I'll lock you up",at this tiue I took my
hand off his snoulder,but on he replying,”I will not go".
I again caugnt him & placed-nim under arrest,& was taking hiw
away when the Prime Minister jumped off the platform,and foll-
owing.said'scrceant arrest that man,I command you to arre:%fir
not I'll have you reduced®. Brosnan was handed over to Consts.
Mulr & Dufficy,who took nim in a Cab to the watch-house.

The prime Minister was greatly excited,& there was no necessity
for his jumping off the platform,whereby this scene ogurred &
could easlly nave been avoided as Brosnan was then under arrest
I 4id not see any person assault the prime Minister,& notning
occurred at tnis meeting,except what is previously mentioned,
beyond the ordinary hooting & cheering. In my opinion with the
exception of the eggs being thrown,he got as good a hearing as
the last occasion he addressed a Warwick audience from the same
platform, I heard Senior Sergt.Kenny speaking from the plat-
form, but was noy surficiently near to near the exact words
used by nim, The Senler Sergt.stood behind the prime Minister
during the whole of his address, and there is no doubt but his
presence there had a very quieting effect on the crowd.

I may further state that the Senlor Sergt.gave no instructions
except that the meeting was to be carried out as orderly and
quietly as possible. Certainly no Instructions were given by

him during the prime Ministeris stay on the platform.

Sergeant XNo.238.

Submitted,

SENIOR SERGEANT,




7




Lo Dt 8 Cuiiadiar wehics £ itiass.
Fon, Qucl ‘2 ae/l 74% 4’25.«/@ W ik and 1
s fasbiod iy /%WM W . Rl
el . 2wt AL i M«% &,{Z&/& o
%z& }‘cha : 7%
%. MWW @Mf.
. 4‘%,/644@;?” ﬂ% e Sorcasv Sernyl”

\Ceotin Senrafly 434
Sl 45

//

SR



| was thrown, I could not see if it hit

|

Toowoomba Districk.
warwick Station.

30th November, IQI7.
767/17.

Relative to: The prime Minister (Mr Hugh-
es) address at a open-alr meeting at tue
Warwick Rallway Station, on tne 29-I1-I17.

SIR:

I beg to report on Thursday the 29th
inst, about 3.p.m. I was on duty at the
Warwlck Railway Station on the arrival
of the Mail Train from Brlsbane, wihich
the prime Minister (Mr Hughes) was &
passengers

I saw the prime Minister alignt
from the Mail Train, and go in the direc-
tion of a place set aside on the Rallway
platform for him to address the persons
present on Conscription,

When the prime Minlister was
about to speak I saw a man named patrick
Brosnan walk by me in the direction of

the prime Minister and throw & egg, as

there was a number of persons between

myself and the direction wnere the egg

any persons present.

I immediately caught Brosnan

l\by the rignt arm, and I said to him if

you have any more eggs in your pockets
throw ‘them out.

TO
The Inspector of Police.,

Toowoomba,



Brosnan took three eggs from his left hand coat pocket &
droped them on the Rallway platform, we were about fifteen
yards from the pPrime Minister when this oceurrance occurr-
ed. Sergant Huston then came and removed Brosnan from the
Railway Station platform.

I was present throught-out the meeting and I

saw no more egg throwing, or any person being assaulted.

Const I3&2.

Submitted.

SENIOR SERGEANT, 580
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Toowoomba District
Warwick Statdon.
30t November 1917.
768/17.
RE:: Adaress of Wililawm Morris Hughes

priwe linister of Australia at the warwick
Rallway Station on November 29th 1917.

SIR,

I beg to report that I was on duty at
the Warwick Rallway Station at about S.p.X
on Wovember the 29th on the occasion of
tné Prime ¥inister's address to the Citize
ns of Warwlck.
1l was instructed by Sergt Huston to remain
in Grafton Street and see that no missels
were thrown from the crowd that had congre
gated. in Grafton Street.
On the arrival of the Mail Train Mr Hughes
made his way to a place that nad been
prepared for hnim to speek Irom off the
Railway platform. ‘
Several people from on the platform jostl-
ed the prime Minister and I also saw two
eggs hit him one knocking his hat off und
the other striking rim on the back.
Mr Hughes then attempted to reach the trail
n but Senlor Sergt Kenny caught nold of
Mr Hughes and accompanied nim to the place
which had been prepared for him to speakx
from,on arrival there Senlor Sergt Kenny
addressed the public in the rfollowing man-
ner,"Ladies and Gentlemen I appeal to you
to give Mr Hughes,the Prime Winister of
Australi} & r'alr hnearing and British Fair
Play"

The
Inspector of police

Toowoomba



— —————— — —_— - e — — e ——

Z

The Prime Winlster then began to address the people and was
greeted with a mixed reception,a man named patrick Brosnan was
interjecting repeatedly and was promptly arrested by Sergt Husé
on, The Prime Minister by this time had become very excited and
Jumped down amongst the people in Gralfton sStreet and behaved
in & wmost pecuilar manner his attitude veing that of a man who
had completely lost control of himself.
He pointed to me and sald?vArrest that man!indicating no parti-
cular person or I will have you Arrested. Sergt Huston had by
this time handed Brosnan over to me. I in company with Constablf
Mulr conveyed Brosnan to the Watch liouse where I charged him
with Creating a Disturbance in Grarton Street,Warwick.
I am not in a position to say who threw the eggs but Brosnans
coatl showed signs of broken eggs also nis hands.
I at no time during the time that the prime Minister alighted
from the train until 1 left with Brosnan see any person or

persons violently assault Ir Hughes.

}M 19 uflaey;
Constable 2150.

CEa T e

Submitted. &

SENIOR SERGEANT, 5



Toowoomba District,
Warwlck Station
30tn.November 1917.
769/17,
8
Relative to: Address of the Hon, W.M,Hughe
Prime Minister,at Warwick Rly.Station on
29th.inst,

‘

Sir,
I beg to report that I was on duty

at the Warwick Rallway Station, on Thurs-
day the 29th.inst. I was instructed by
Sergt.Huston to take up,a position on the
Raillway Statlion platform, near where the
prime Minister was to speak. There was a
fairly large crowd present. Upon the
arrival of the prime Misister he made his
way to the spot where 1t was arranged for
nim to speak,& proceeded to address the
crowd, I saw a fight take place between
two wen in the crowd named Alexander Rule
& Barth Brosnan. The men were seperated
by Sergt.Huston who removed Brosnan from
the platform, The crowd was then hooting
& cheering. Mr.Hughes then left the place
he was standing & went towards the train,
I then saw Senior Sergt.Kenny bring the
prime Minister back to the place nhe nhad
just left, I heard the Senlor Sergeant
appeal to the crowd to give tne prime
Minister & fair hearing, tihnls nada the
effect of quieting tne crowd.

To
/ Tne Inspector of police

Toowoomba.



—
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& 8
The prime Minister then continued his address,& beyond some
cheers & hoots there was no rfurther disturbance. I saw no person
assault the prime Winister, or interfere with him in any way,

beyond the ordinary interjections from the crowd.

M-_g . o Y

Const,1848.

Submitted.

SENIOR SERGEANT, 58'2
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Sir,

, Following my report of the 3rd December on what has
now become lknown as the "Warwick Incident*, I have now the
honour to forward twelve more stat ements obtaingd from rgeidents

Fésg\ , of Warwick, including the Police Magistrate, who were present

at the gcene of the incident, together with a report from

~_  inspector O'Connor covering the game.

N - :

»

} - The conclusiena I came to in my report of December 3rd

4

A

\

are amply borne out by this additiongl evidence and it is now

N Turgfdey shown ¢
s Ny c
B

} X (1) That the Prime Minieter was in a state of great |
?'Ezglitement.
!

\?{ (2) Thet his call to "Arrest that man* wae immgdiately

reaponded to, and the m:n arrasted.
(3) That the only assault that toox placs on the

frime Minigter was by means of one egg thrown by a men in the

Rl i
(%

4\;\ /(i) That beyond all doubt the reports sent to the

! /

s

axe Press were grosa exaggerations.
5 5) That the adverse comments on the Police in the

seme Preee were gcandalous, ving®ictive, and uncalled for, and

(6) That there is no reasgonable ground for finding

fault with the Police aetion on thig oceagion.
Tha qonourable ThQ/

THE HOME SECRETARY.

——




The truth of the above ia. now establighed by the
conganeus 0f nineteen witnesses, among whom as typical of
all I may cite Mr. C. E. McDougall, Mr. F. C. M. Burne,
Police Magistrate, snd Mr. R. J. Leepsr, Solicitor.

In view of the ghocking misrepresentation the
Queensland Police has suffered throughott Australis, I beg
to requeat thet you will be a0 good, in Jjustice to us, as to

arrange for the whole of the evidence to be msde available to !
the Publia.

I have the honour to be,
gir,

Your obedient Servent,

Sl

Commigaioner of Po;i'ce.

-,

e s
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(2) .
in Adelaide. I could not see the person who interjected Irom where
I was, and I don't know who it was that interjected. The next thing
I saw was Mr. Hughes, who appeared to be excited, jump down off the
platform into Graf&on street, and I heard him say,"Arrest that man,
arrest that man or I'll nave you arrested", I belleve those words
were addressed to Sergeant Huston and Constable Dufficy, wiom I then
saw in the crowd with a man named paddy Brosnan in thelr Charge. I
gaw Huston and Dufficy take Brosnan away to a Cab. WM. Hugneg imm—-
ediately returned to the platform and resumed hls speech which was a
tirade of abuse of &Rra&&%L&L Individuals and sections, or supposed
gections of the Community. After he had finished nhis speech he re-
turned to tne Rallway Carriage escorted by some Citizens and Senior
Sergt. Kenny. When Mr.Hughes returned to the Carriage I heard nim
pass some remarks to Senlor Sergt.Kenny wnien I dia not catch.
When Mr. Hugnes was rushing back towards the Carriage, Kenny putl nis
nand on the prime Ministers shoulder apparently to attrach nis att-
ention as ne spoke to him. Wnen Xenny stopped Mr. Hughes I saw a
geuffle between some men on the platform benind the Citlzens who were
with Mr, Hughes. Twomof the men who were 1in the row, were Alex Rule
and Alex Fenwlck. I’saw them punch a man named Barth Brosnan, bdbut
I do not know what caused the row. I saw that Brosnan's face and nose
was cut and bleeding and I saw the police remove him along the plat-
form towards the exit.
I did not see Mr. Hughes nhit or assaulted in any way wnile on the
platform, or when he went into Grafton Street, and had ne been assaul-
ted by any person I would have seen it. It would have been possivle
for Mr. Hugnhes to have been nhit on the hat with one of the taree egss
whicn was thrown,without my seeing it.
'From what I saw I'm satisfied tnat the police did thelr duty rairly,
and acted very promptly in arresting Brosnan, .even before Mr., Hugnes

called out,YArrest that man',

Al \Jﬂww
Fofy ek arSogt




WARWICK,

3rd.December 1917.

STATEMENT,

WILLIAM DAVID SUMMERS, States,

I am a Contractor and reside in Grartor
Street,WVarwick. On Thursday 29tn.November last, about 3.puny, I went to
the Rglilway Station at Warwick, with a view of hearing the address &g
by thne prime Minlster on the Conscription issue. I went unto the Rail-
way platform and was there when the Brisbane to Sydney Malil Train arr-
ived with the Prime Minister. I did not actually see him get out of
the Carriage, but I saw him a few paces from the Carriage on the plat-
form. Mr, Hughes was met as he got out of the Carriage, by Mr. C.E.
MeDougall and a number of other men. Mr.Hughes lmmediately proceeded
in the direction of where he subsequently spoke, accompanied by Mr, Mc-
Dougall and the other £i2e&R&8 Citizens who met nim. Suddenly I saw an
ege being thrown from behind me in the erowd in the direction of where
Mr. Hughes was with the 01téens who were with him, and it hit a post
some distance in front of them. I saw another egg being thrown almost
immediately in the direction of where Mr., Hughes was, dut I did not
See wrere it landed, and I saw that a portion of it splashed on a Woum-
an's dress about the shoulder., She was only a few paces from where
Mr, Hughes was at the time. I saw three eggs tnrown, but I don't know
where the third egg landed eltner, and I don't xnow whoult was that
threw any one of the egsgs. The next thing I saw was Mr. Hughnes turn
quiekly around and proceed in the direction of the Carriage from which
he came, and I was under the gmpression then that he had abandoned the
idea of speaking. I then saw Senior Sergeant Kenny stop him, and he
sald something to the prime Minister that I did not hear, and ne (Kenny !
called out to the people,YOrder",at the same time nolding up nis hand,
and sald,"I ask you to have the courtesy to give tne prime Minister orf
the Commonwealth a good hearing¥., or words to that effect, for whichn he
was applauded by nearly all present. Kenny then accompanied the prime
Minister to the gate at the edge of thne platform, from where the prime
Minister addressed the people, and Kenny stood partly by his side and
partly venind nim while ne spoke. Shortly after Mr. Hughes syarted to
Speak I neard an interjection from some person in the crowd in Grafton
Street, wnlcn was to the effect how long is it since you were in

. S



WARWICK,

3rd.Decemper 1917.

STATEME.NT,

JOHY MURDOCH, States,

I am a Stock & Sté,tion Agent, and a Justice Bf
the peace, and I reside at Warwick. On Thursday 29th.November last
about 2,6C.pm, I went to near the Warwick Rallway Station im a Motor
Car, and shortly afterwards I saw the Brisbane to Sydney Malil Train
arrive at the platform and I saw the prime Minister alignt from it and
walk along the Platform to within four or five paces of the spot at
which 1t had been arranged he was to speak., At this time I was stand-
ing at an iron gate to the side and about six yards from the gateway
at which the prime Minister was to speak. Mr, Hughes was being escort-
ed by ¥r.C.E.McDougall, Mr.C.M.Curr, and others. I saw an egg thrown
from vehind the Prime Minister which hit a post of the fence some
yards in front of Mr.Hughes. I do not know who threw the egg. I also
gsaw another egg thrown from the crowd which was behind Mr. Hughes, but

.I did not see wnho threw it, Wnen the rirstiogg was thrown D got over
the gate and onto the platform to where tne prime Minister and the
others were. I then saw Alex Rule punching Bartn Brosnan a few yards
from the edge of the platform behind where Mr, Hughes was, and.about

‘\Qé; the same moment I saw Constable Tong and anotner policeman catch holad
s of paddy Brosnan who was a few yards from where his brothner Barth Bro-
snan was being punched by Alex Rule asgisted by others. After Const,
Tong rusned in and caught paddy Brosnan I saw Brosnan empty some eggs
on to the platform out of his pockets. At this moment I saw Mr.Hughes
rush back from where he was towards the Carriage, from nis friends

who were partly holding nim, and was struggling to get away from them

towards where Rule and Brosnan had a few hits, when Senior Sergeant

Kenny who was betﬁeen Mr., Hughes and the crowd on the platform, caught

i Mr. Hughes by the arm and spoke to him, and at the same time, Mr. Mc-
Dougall caught XKemny. Kenny sald,"Let me go McDougall,' Mr.McDougall
sald,"I will let you go when you let the prime Minister go¥, Kenny re-
plleG,"I want to get Mr.Hughes a falr hearing', Mr. McDougall who
appeared to be very excited, let Kenny's arm go, and Kenny then escort-

ed the prime Minister to tihe spot where he delivered his address.




(2) ¢
I nheard Kenny ask the people who were cheering and nooting, to give
Mr, Hughes a falr and square hearing, or words to that efrect.
I think the prime Minister was very excited and lost his head for tne
moment, as he rusned back towards the Train, Shortly after Mr. Hughes
started to address the people, I saw him Jjump down off the platform
into Grarfton Street and I lost sight of him for a second or two, and
atuthe same moment I saw paddy Brosnan in Charge of the police about
twelve yards from the spot where Mr, Hughes stood when speaking.
Mr. Hughes was only a few seconds off the platform when he returned
and resumed his speech, and got a very good hearing.
Mr. Hughes was not assaulted or bustled about by the people on the plat—
form that day.
I consider only for the tact that was used by Senior Sergeant Kenny
and his men, there might have been seriocus trouble, as X¥s Mr.Hughes's
actions and the principal topic of his speech excited a considerable

number of the persons that were present.

(R Fnes) of Yoo > %“”M
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WARVWI,CK,

3rd. Dec Ombermlgl'l.

STATHKEN T,

JOHN ALEXANDER STEWART, States,

I am a Contractor and Bullder, and
a Justice of the peace, and I reside in Dragon Street, Warwick. On
Thursday 29th.November last, about 3.pm. I:went to the Rallway Station
at Warwick, I went there to hear the prime Minister speak, I arrived
there a few minutes before the prime Minister arrived by Train, I did
not go unto the Railway platform, I remained in Grafton Street. As I
arrived at the Railway Station I got into Company with lr.R.J.Leeper,
Scliclitor, We stood close to the pPlatform in Grafton Street, about 15
yards from the gate at which the Walls are delivered. The platform 1is
about three feet nigher than where I was standing with Mr,.Leeper. Tneré
were about three hundred people there at the time. I saw the Mail Train
by which the prime Minister travelled arrive at the platform. Tnere was
a falr crowd of men on tre platform in front of where I was standing.
As the Traln stopped the crowd on tne platform surged towards the Carr—
lage which was at the end of the Train, and which was almost opposite to
where I was standing, There appeared to be a serimmage which lasted
about a minute. I cannot say what took place then as I could not see
from where I was. Shortly arfterwards the prime Minister came to the
edge or tne platform in Grafton Street accompanied by Senlor Sergt.Kenny
and a nuiber of other men. As the priwe Minister appeared there was
some cheering and Boohooing. Senlor Sergeant Kenny stepped forward in
the Gateway and sald to the people in Grafton Street,"This is Mr.Hughes
the prime Minister of Australia give him a fair nhearing," or words to
that effect, and he then stepped back. The pPrime Minister then started
to speak and as he did I saw Paddy Brosnan come from tne public exit of
the Railway Station wnich is about thirty yards from where I was, and
Came U0 where mysellf and Mr.Leeper were standing and went past us about
one pace nearer to where Mr.Hughes was., I neard Brosnan call out,"wére
you ever in Adelalde, or do you know anything about Adelaide." He got
about midway bvetween where I was and where Mr.Hughes was speaking., At

the time Brosnan mentioned about Adelaide he held up one of nis hnands

I heard the prime Minister say something like,"Arrest that man! At the }



(2)
the same moment I saw Sergeant Huston come tnrougn the crowd from the
back and catenh nold of Brosnan and turned him around, and was then join
ed by a Constable who with Huston took Brosnan out of the crowd and
put him in a Cab, I followed nim in case they may require asslstance
and a few seconds later as I turned round to where the prime Minister
was speakxing I saw nim going up Qto the platform from where the crowd
was in Grafton Street. I dld not see Mr,Hughes come down from wnere
ne was speakxing into Grafton Street as he did so while my back was
turned looking to see how the police and Brosnan got on. Irosnan was
at least five yards from the prime Ministgr when nhe was arrested by
the police, and that was the nearest he was to the Prime Minister in
Grafton Street at that time.
I did not see tne prime Minister assaulted by Brosnan or anybody elae,.
and Brosnan could not have assaulted him in Grafton Street that after-
without my seeing it. The prime Minister got a very fair hearing and
there was no disturbance excepting the serimmage which took place on
the platform about the time the prime Minister left the Rallway Carr-
iage, and which I did not see, and a little noise and excitement
wnhen Brosnan was arrested by the police. Brosnan went quletly with
the police.
The police acted very promptly in arresting Brosnan, and they did
every tning possible to secure the prime Minister protection and a
good hearing.
only a few seconds elapsed from the time paddy Brosnan came into the
erowd in Grafton Street, as tne prime Minister was about to start to

speak, until he was arrested, and taken away by the police.
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WARWI CK,

3rd. December 1917.

STATEMENT,

FREDRICK CHARLES MEREDITH BURNE, States,

I am a police Magistrate at
Warwlck. On Thursday the 29th.November last, about 2.40.,pm, I drove
in my Sulky with my Daughter to the Rallway Station at warwick. I went
there for the purpose of hearing an address by the prime Ministert I
drove up close to where Mr, Hughes was to speak. I saw the Brisbane to
Sydney Mail Train arrive, and I lumedliately saw the prime Minister app-
roach the gateway at wnich he was to speak, accompanied by Mr. Fredrick
Selke, a returned Soldier, who was in Civilian clothes, and others per-
sons, and when within a few yardsof the gateway, or opening I saw a man
dressed 1n black,and white panama hat, and red face, whom I took to be
one of the Brosnans, rush from the crowd at the back, towards where
Mr. Hughes was, and throw an egg which grazed the top of the prime Min-
isters hat, and strucﬁ{a woman wno was on the rignt of Mr, Hughes, and
immediately afterwards the same man threw a second egg which hnit ur,

o Zee e ell

Hugnes nat aL_tha_hachand burst, and knocked it partly off. I know
Paddy Brosnan, ne was not the man who tnrew the two eggs referred to,
paddy Brosnan had a greyisn sult on, that afternoon. Wnen the egss
were thrown the prime Minister and stnose with nim turned towards where
the eggs came from, and Mr., Hughes called out,"Arrest that man", I did
net notice Senlor Sergeant Kenny or any police there at the moment, but
they could have been there witnout me seeing them, as there were between
a hundred and a hundred & fifty people on the platform at that spot.
Almost immediately afterwards I saw the man who threw tae two eges, be-
ing struck by a man in the crowd who was dressed. in a lignht grey suit,
and wahom I took po be Alex Rule, and a general punching mateh took place
between Rule and others, and the man whom I saw throw the eggs. I can
identify the man whom I saw throw the two eggzs.
A Tew minutes afterwards I saw the prime Minister come to tne Spotr where
he was to speak, accompanied by Senior Sergt. Kenny, who introduced nim
to the crowd and asked the people to give him a fair hearing.
After Mr,Hughes was Sspeaking for a little wnile, I saw pPaddy Brosnan

move forward from the erowd in Grafton Street towards where Mr. Hughes,

- — — B— . - - - e




(2)
Hughes was speaking, with one hand held up, and made some remark which
I did not hear. I tnen neard tne Prime/M{?lst?r‘?gll out,vArrest that
man, arrest that man' and not noticinb any police about I got out of
ny Sulky and went towards Brosnan through the crowd, and as I got near
him I saw that Sergeant Huston had Brosnan in Charge, and I said to
them,"Take nim away, take him in Charge®. They took him away and he
was arrested.
When Brosnan approached Mr,., Hughes with his hand 1n the air, he got
within three or four yards of where Mr. Hughes was speaking.
When the prime Minister sald,"Arrest that man, arrest that man%, he
almost lmmedlately got down off the platform and went towards Brosnan,
still calling out,*Arrest that man®, The Prime Minister only went a
few paces from the spot where he was speaking, and then went back on
the platform and resumed his speech.
I am positive that Mr, Hughes was not assaulted by paddy Brosnan, when
ne got down off the platform and went towards nim, nor ;ould nhe have
been assaulted by anybody else at that time without my seeing it.
I consider the police acted very promptly in arresting paddy Brosnan

in Grafton Street, as he approached where the prime Minister was spe-

aking. The XEXY prime Minister get a very falr hearing, as there were

N ’ / ) / O/

only a few 1nterjections, Cotirelesc s OUAg VOO0 ROTUN Qg leerr
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WARWICK,

3rd,December 1917,

STATEMENT,

RICHARD JOHN LE¥KPER, States,

I am a Solicltor and I practice and re-
slde at Warwick. On Thursday the 29thn.November last about S.pm. I went
to the Rallway Station at wWarwick to hear an address by the prime
Minlster., I was there before the Brisbane to Sydney Mail Train arrived
with Mr.Hughes. I did not go onto the Rallway platform, I remained in
Grafton Street and was close to the edge of the platform about five or
$1x yards from the gate where the Malls are delivereéd. I was unable
to see what took place on the Platform when the Train arrived. I saw
Mr.Hughes escorted by Senior Sergt.Kenny to the spot where he spoke
from. Kenny spoke a few words, introducing Mr.Hughes, and requesting
that ne be given a falp hearing. Kenny remained alongside Mr.Hughes
during nhis address. Mr.Hughes had barely comuenced to speak, before
he pointed nis hand in a direction over my back and sald,YArrest that
man," and jumped off the Platform and came between tne crowd in the
Street and the edge of the platform to where I was standing. Mr. Hughes
was in a very excited state. I put my hand on nis arm and said to him,
“Mr. Hughes don't get excited. Mr, Hughes passed me a few paces and
went in the direction of where Sergeant Huston had a man named ER&BELEES
Brosnan in Charge. Mr. Hughes returned imnediately and resumed his
speech, With the exception of an occasional interjection there was no
real disturbance or'demonstration of a hostile nature towards Mr.Hughes.

I think the presence of Senior Sergeant Kenny alongslide
Mr.Hughes had a great effect on the audience and was the means of keep-
ing the gocd order that prevailed.
I have read in the Courler what purports to be an account of the meeting
and I can only say that the report is a gross exaggeration.
I am not, nor have I been, taking any part in the Conscription 1ssue.
Prior to Brosnan being arrested by Sergeant Huston and the other Police
I did not hear him speak but I saw that he held up his hand, and he was
then about fifteen yards from where the prime Minister was speaking.

When Ir.llughes came down off the platform and went past where I was



(2)
standing, and until he returned to the Platform he was not assaulted
or interferred with in any way by any person, and had he been

assaulted or molested in any way I would have seen it.




Ref. No. , 152%;z¢éanef 30th November, 1917.

| The Honourable,

THE HOME SECRETARY,.

At 10,30 2.ms this day Mr. Roberts of Mggers.
Chambers, McNab and McNab, Solicitors, Adelaide Street,
informed me by telephone that he was despatching a
Commonwealth Officer to Warwick to inquire into the :sy
happenings there during the visit of the Prime Mipiéter
to that town yesterday.

In reply to my question he informed me that
the Officer referred to was Captein P. Hart (a Militéry
Officer).

Hg agked me if I would afford to this Officer
Police assistance in hig Inquirtes, to which I replied
that I must refer the matter to you.

I soon afterwards conferred with you and
subsequently telephoned to Mr. Roberte as follows.-

"I have referred the matter you gpoke of to the
Home Secretary and 1 have now to inform you that
the whole matter is being investigated under the

authority of the State Government and the asgist-
ance you agk for cannot be rendered."

bceeguoiia

Commiesioner of Police.

N,
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Toowoomba District,
Warwick Station,
4th December,I917.

Relative to: qtuteﬁent in my report,
768/17. of 30tk Yovember I9I7 of Mr Hughe
‘:I:ing hit by two eggs & being jostled abc
SIR: \

I beg to report that in my report W¢
November 30tk I9I7, Wo 768/17. I stated
that Mr Hughes was hit by two eggs, the
first egg broke and splashed what I took
to be on Mr Hughes back but could have
broken on some one else or on a post near
by, the second egg hit his hat and tilted
it off Mr Hughgs caught the hat as it was
falling , the, jostlin memtioned was that
he was procteﬁd by a number of his frier

ds who was amxious for Mr Hughes saféty

s
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Toowoomba District,
warwick Station,

3rd . Becenber 1917.

i Ll i e

144/17,

L)

e

Relative to: Address by tne Hon.W.M.Hughes !
prime Minister at tne Warwick Rallway
Station on 29tn.ultimo.

Lie

-ﬁ“m‘ —~———

sir,

I veg to report tnat on Thursday tie
sgtn.ult.about 3.pm. I was on duty at the
Warwick Rallway Station upon the arrival

of the Mail Train from Brisbane on wnich

. — S AT M

the Prime Minister was a passenger.
A few seconds after thne Train pulled up I
gsaw a commotion on the platform, I went on
the platform to see what was the matter,
and saw two men fighting the men'S names
are Barth Brosnan & Alex Rule. Sergeant
Huston & I seperated the men & put Brosnan
off the platform, by the public exit., I
then returned and neard Senior Sergeant
saying
Kennyato give the prime Minister a falr
nearing, & Britisn fair play, or words to
that effect. The Prime Minlster then add-
ressed the audience and except for soume
interjections got a falr nearing.
I did not see the prime Minister assauited
in any way, and except for some hools &

vochooing amongst the crowd the weeling

was as orderly as such meetings generally

',;822; f;EELArC&/

const.1692.

are.

To/

Trhe Inspector of Pelice,

Toowoomba.
Submitted.
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Toowoomba District,
Warwick Station,
3rd.December 1917.
Relative to being on duty at the Warwick
Rallway Station when Mr. Hughes Prime Min-

ister addressed the public on Conscription

Sir
1 I beg to report that from instruct-

ions received rrom'Sergeant Huston on the
29tn.ultime I was on duty in Grafton St.

at the front of the Rallway Station when
the prime Minister Mr.Hughes arrived by
the Sydney Mail Train at 3.pm. There was
a large crowd of people assewbled in Grarf#c
ton Street alsc on the Rallway platform, I
did not see Mr.Hughes alight from tnhe Trair
but lmrediately after the Train stopped I
heard some persons boohooing and tne crowd
rush ‘in one direction I jumped over the
fence & pushned my way into the crowd and
saw Constable Tong holding paddy Brosnan
by the rignt arm and caugnt Brosnah by the
other, just then Sergt.Huston said to me,
“We will put him off the Platform if he
cannot benave himself,Y Sergt.Huston anda I
then put Brosnan off the platform into
Grafton Street through the main entrance.

I then went back among the crowd in graftor
Street and Sergt.Huston followed Brosnan
through the crowd, & shortly afterwards he
hahded Brosnan over to me & Const.Dufficy
& told us to loek nim up. I did not see
any person throw anything at Mr.Hughes or
assault nim in any way.

M sonst . 703,
ToO
The Inspector ol police,
Toowoomba.,
Submitted.

-



Chief Segretarn's Office,

Brisbane,

1lth December, 1917.

Dear Madam,

Tho Premier direcis me to acknowledge the receipt
of your letter of the 6th instant, accompranied by £ resolution
passed at a meeting of' your L2ague on the preceding day.

Youre truly,

Signed) Y. J. MCDERMOT .

Under Secretary.

The Honorary Secretary,

Quzensland National Service lLeague,
(Women's Branch)

Darragh's Buildings,
Brisbane.
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Ref. No. . ‘%JMM&& 20th Nov ember ) 191%7.

MEMORANDUM,
The Honouragble,

THE HOME SECRETARY,

I forward herewith a telegram received last
night from the Prime Minister of the Commonwealth, and
ny reply thereto.

Ag you are already aware the telegram is on
similar lines to one received by the Honourable, the
Premier, who sent for me last night, showed me his
telegram, and perused mine.

I despatched Chief Ingpector Short to Warwick
this morning where he will te Joined by Inspector
O0'Connor and Detective Senior Sergeant Head.

The whole of the oircumstances of and the
dccurrences during the Prime Minister'e vieit t0 Warwiok
will be carefully and thoroughly inquired into and all
proper action that msy appear to be called for will be
taken. .

I heve not yet complied with the Prime
Minieter's request to suspend Senior Sergeant Kenny, and
with all respect to the Right Honourable gentleman sand
his high office, I must point out that I owe a duty to

the/



the Ssenior Sergeant, as well as to the Prime Minieter, and
in view of certain features of the case revealed by information
afforded to me I dc not feel justified in as yet taking the
drastic action desired by the latter.

I trust the above will meet with your approval, and
if it ie desired that any different course should be adopted,

I await direction.

Commigsioner of Police.

i
!
|
!
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’

Tglegran to tl;n?vﬁonourablo, W. M. Hughes, Prime linister, Sydney,

from the C sioner of Police, Brigbane,

-

,//

Brigbane.
“Your telegram from Wallangarra tonight is receiving due

attention.

URQUHART
Commr, of Police. Queensland.
29.11.17.
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~QUEERSLAN® ™

QUEENSIAND TATIONAL SERVICE LEAGUER,
(Women8s Branch)

Darragh's Buildings,
Qusen-st, Brisbane, Dec 6th, 1917

Hon, T, Je Iban ¥, L, A,

Sir,
By direction of our Executive we have the honour to cenvaey tc

Premier of Queensland,

you the following Resclu*icn, which was unanimously passed at a ¢

Gseting o¢f Lhe above League, held on Wednesday aiiernoon Déc, Stle

it

"That this mesling ol the women wewbers of btie A the
aL0Ve Leagus viaws with the utmost indignation enu abnerience
the dastardly and wicked attacc trat was mads on the Prime
Minister of the Commonwealthn on Wednesday of iast week at
Warwick, ana it further records its emphatic proiest against ¥
the actjon of the Warwick Police ofricor-(cworn to agipinister
the law/when directed to do so by the Alilorneay- General of the
Commenwsealih, afier he, himself had been assaulted in a com-
bined attempti to prevent nim addréssing the public on the mest
momentous subject that has ever been submitted to the citizens
of this or any other nation;"

"That it be humbly suggested to the Prime Minister
that he appoint a Royal Commission to investiigate and report .
;pon th: alleged dereliction of duty on the part of the Warwic
olice;

"That the foregoing Resolutions be transmitted to
the Prime Minister of tre Commonwealth, also to the Premier of
Queensland,”

Ve have the honour to remain, Sir,
your obeaient servants,

f i 3 %M// vice Pregident,
%’@lﬁé Hone Swcrestary,

AT 7 EDGED,
|
vecu £9 1417
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Chief Secretarn's Office,

Brisbane,

Hon, W, K, Hughesp
Commonwealth Prime Minister,

SYDNEY

Your telegram of even date received I regret to hear of the
incident and trust you suffered no bodily injury stor I am
having the subject matter of your comrlaint immediately
enquired into A Preliminary inquiry by telephone from warwick
seems to indicate that the occurrence was not nearly so
serious as your telegram rerresented stor I am unable to
understand the relevancy of your statement to Kenny that the
laws of the Commonwealth override the laws orf the State it
seems to me that such a statement had no bearing on the matter
as I am not aware of any state law which conflicts with the
laws o the Commonwealth in the circumstanes wh icyg you allege
stop Your threat with regard to the Commorwealtn Governneﬁt

takéng steps to enforce its own laws is quite uncalled for, as
this Government 1s enforcing and will continue to enforce the
laws: of Sommonwealth and State,
(8igned) T, J. Ryan,

Premier,

A % B | R
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Telegram received by the Commigsioner of Police, Brisbane, from

The Right Lonouratle, the Prime Minigter.

Wallangarra 29th November, 1917,

At Warvwick today at 3 p.m. when leaving the train to
address & Public Meeting I was agsaulted by a numter of men gstop
There was great tumult amounting virtually to a riot gtop I ordered
the Police to mxx=mmt immediately arrest the two most prominent ring-
leaders but acting under the Senior Sergeant's direction they refused
to do s0 stop I called the attention of Senior Sergeant Kenny to the
fact that a deliberate and violent bresch of the Laws of the
Commonwealth had teen committed that the Laws of the Commonwealth
override those of the State and as Attorney-Ceneral I directed him
to take proceedings to prosecute these men under the Commonweslth Law
gtop e replied that he recogniged the Laws of Queensland only and
would act under no other stop I then to0ld him I would take
broceedings against him for having broken, the Commonwealth Law and that
having issued instructiona to the Police under his control to do
likewise he had not only connived at the disgraceful proceedings at the
Meeting but had broken the Commonweslth Law himgelf stop I have to
request that you as Commiassioner for Police 0f the State of Qusensland
suspend him from duty immediately and take all such steps as are
necessary for his immediate prosecution under the Laws of the
Commonwealth gstop unless thie is done forthwith the Commonwegal th
Government will take gteps to enforce its own laws and will hold you
responsible for any breachee 0f guch laws

Sgd. W. M. Hughes
Prime Minigter

7 p.ms N.a.




Police Department,

P ———

ector's Office,

owoomba, 5th December,1917,

Re the disturbance which occurred
at Warwick Railway Station on 26th ultimo
when thé Hon, The Prime Minister arrived
there,

I have the honour to forward reports
from Constables Muir, Power and Dufficy,
and statements from S,K,Cooper (Railway
Employee) F,C,M,Burne (Police Magistrate)
L.Clemens (Auditor N,S,Wales Bank) E.A,
Oaknill (Locomotive Examiner) R,J,Leeper
(Solicitor) J.A.Stewart (Contractor and
Builder) A,Gale (Plumber) J.,Murdock J,P.
(Stock and Station Agent) W,D,Summers (Co-
tractor),

In his previous report Constable
Dufficy stated that two eggs hit Mr.Hugheq
In his present report he states that one
of the eggs broke and splashed on what he
took to be Mr,Hughes' back, but that it
could have broken on some one else or on
a post, He still states tnat one egg hit
Mr,Hughes on the hat, The Constable cannot
say who threw the eggs.

Mr, Cooper states positively that
he saw Paddy Brosnan throw two eggs one of
which hit Mr,Hughes on the hat, Mr,Burne
P.,M, statef just as positively that Paddy
Brosnan did not tarow the egg which hit
Mr,Hughes, It is gquite clear from the
The,

Commissioner of Police, 1

Brisbane,



the

statements that Mr,Hughes was hit by one egg only., ir,Clemens
states that he saw a man throw an egg in the direction of ir,
Hughes, He cannot say whether that egg hit Mr,Hughes, but he

saw the mark of an cgg on ¥r,Hughes' hat afterwards, He subseqg-
uently saw the man who threw tnat egg put into a cab by two
policemen and taken away, As Paddy Brosnan was the only man whom
the Police put into a cab it follows that he was the man who
threw the egg. Ur,.0akhill saw two eggs thrown one of waich hit
Mr,Hugines on the hat, He does not know the man who threw the
eggs and is doubtful whether he could identify him, Mr,Gale saw
two eggs thrown in the direction of Mr.,Hughes one of which hit
him on the hat and the other fell and broke close to Mr,Hughes,
He did not see who threw_them. Mr.Murdock saw two eggs thrown
but does not know who thirew them, Mr,Summers saw tiree eggs
thrown in the direction of X¥r,Huglhes, One of them hit a post in
front of Mr,Hughes and the people who were with him, He did not
see where the other two eggs landed, He does not know who threw
then, F.H.,Selk told Detective Senior Sergeant Head that he saw
Paddy Brosnan throw two eggs in the direction of Mr,Hughes and
that one of them hit him, Mr,Selk A,Rule A,Fenwick and ilr,Punch-
ard (Secretary National Political Association) declined through
Mr,Flower, Solicitor, to give statements on the ground that they
had already given statements to the Commonwealth Authorities,
Selk and Rule are employed by McDougall & Co,,and Fenwick is a
Contractor, The latter adnitted to the Detective Senior Sergeant
that he saw Bart Brosnan (brother to Paddy) in the crowd going
towards Mr,Hughes and that he hit Bart Brosnan three times about
the head or face without any provocation; also that Alex Rule
nit Bart Brosnan whilst one of his hands was held by a Conste-
able, Mr,Fenwick declined to give the Detective Senior Sergeant
a written statement, All the eggs were thnrown - no more than

two or three- and all the blows were struck before Mr,Hughes

began his speech, It is an established and indisputable fact thas

Mr,Hughes was hit by one egg only and that he was not otherwise

{

/
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otherwise

assaulted up to that stage, unless it can be held that Senior
Sergeant Kenny's action in catching his arm, with the best of
intentions, constitiates an assault,

Shortly after Mr,Hughes began his speech Paddy Brosnan,
who was then in Grafton Street amongst the crowd in front of ¥r,
Hughes interjected and shook his finger at Mr,Hughes, Sergeant
Huston promptly arrested Brosnan, Mr, Hughes about this time
jumped down off the platform amongst the crowd and called out,
as he had already done before he jumped, to arrest Brosnan. Mr,
Leeper states that Mr,Hughes was very excited and that he put
his hand on Mr,Hughes' arm and said "Mr,Hughes don't get excit-
ed"., Mr.Hughes went past Mr,Leeper for a few paces in the direc=
tion of where Sergeant Huston had Brosnan under arrest, Mr,
Leeper is positive that from the time Mr,Hughes jumped down off
the platform until he returned to it he was not assaulted or
molested in any way. Mr Stewart, who was near Mr Leeper, did not
see Mr,Hughes assaulted after he jumped from the Platform, nei=-
ther did eny of the other people whose statements are attached,
not any of the persons whom the Detective Senior Sergeant and I
interviewed,

Paddy Brosnan was charged with creating a disturbance
in Grafton Street on 29th ultimo, He pleaded guilty before the
Police Magistrate, yesterday, and was fin=d 10/-, I attach a
newspaper cutting which gives a fairly accurate account of the
Court proceedings, The only man, theréfore, whose conduct the
Prime Minister took exception to during tne course of his add=-
ress was arrested and dealt with,

As already shown, there is & conflict of evidence as
to whether Paddy Brosnan tirew the egg which hit Mr,Hughes; but
there can not be any doubt that the egg-throwing caused the
melee which ensued, and, according to Mr.Fenwick's verbal state-
ment to Detective Senior Sergeant Head, ne and Alex Rule, who

are supporters of Mr,Hughes, were the aggressors, The only man



man

in the crowd who received any damage « in fact the only man who
appears to have got a blow - was Bart Brosnan and there is
nothing to show that he did anything to provoke Fenwick and
Rule to hit him, Had they refrained from doing so and had the
Prime Minister remained with Mr,McDougall instead of rushing
back excitedly to the crowd, the scuffle, which was only momente
ary, might not have occurred, The train arrived at Warwick at
2-59,p.m, and left at 3-12,p.m., 80 that in the space of thir-
teen minutes the melee occurred and Mr,Hughes delivered his
speech,

I have the honour to be,

Sir,
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30th November, 1917.

Id'mu MIDUH »
The Honpurable,

THE HOME BECRETARY,

1 forward herewith a telegram received last
night from the Prime Minieter of the Commonwealth, and
my reply thereto.

4g you are already aware the telegram is on
similar lines to one received by the Honourable, the
‘remier, who sent for me least night, showed me his
telegram, and peruged mine.

y i despatohad Chief Insgpector Short to Warwiok
this morning where he will be Joined by Inepector
O'Uonnor and Detective Senior Sergeant liead.

The whole of the ciroumetances of and the
ocourrences during the Prime Minister's visit to0 Warwiok
will be carefully and thoroughly inguired into and all
proper action that may appear to be called for will be
taken.

I have not yet complied with the Prime
Minister'es reguest to suspend Benior Berreant Kenny, and
with all respect to the Right Honourable gentleman and

hie high office, I must point out that I owe & duty to

the/
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CO0PY,

bologrn reoeived by the Commiegsioner of Police, Brigbane, from

The Right Donourable, the Prime Minigter.

Wallangarra 29th November, 1917.

4t Warwick today at 3 p.m., when leaving the train to
address a Public Meeting I was assaulted by a number of men stop
There was great tumult amounting virtually to a riot stop I ordered
the Police to mxxmmk immediately arreet the two most prominemt ring-
leaders but aoting under the Senior Sergeant's direction they refused
to do so setop I called the attention of Senior Sergeant Kenny to the
fact that a deliberate and violent breach of the Laws of the
Commonwealth had been committed that the Laws of the Commonwealth
override thoee of the State and as Attorney-GCeneral I directed him
to take proceedings to prosecute these men under the Commonwealth Law
stop lle replied that he recognised the Laws 0f Queensland only and
would act under no other atop I then told him I would take
proceedinges agéinet him for having bwoken the Commonwealth Law and that
having igsued inatructions to the Police under his ocontrol to do
likewise he had not only oonnived at the disgruceful procesdings at the
Meeting but had broken the Commonwealth Law himgelf stop I have to
request that you as Commiegsioner for Police of the State of Queencland
sugpend him from duty immediately and take all such steps as are
necepsary for hie immediate prosecution under the Laws of the
Commonwealth stop unless thie ie done forthwith the Commonwealth
Government will take steps to enforce its own laws and will hold you
responaible for any breaches of such lawe

S8gd. W. M. Hughes
Pr ime Minigter

7 Daln, H.8.




LR B e



















"" D PAR

QO\—-\ C E ’._.‘,__,. 7:17'5&
(38910 soNvLIL &

QUEENSTANS







