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REOFERENDUIL ON THE QUESTICH OF CCUPULSCRY MILITARY
SERVICE OULSLIDE AUSTRALIL.

R e ———

It is preoposed to give an cpportunity to members cf the
AI.FPe serving in France to rccord their voetes on the abeve

referconduvm.
The qucostion to be submitted 1s ~

Are you in faveur cof the Gevernment huaving, in vhipo
grave emcrgency, tho s o ccupvleory poewors owyry cliizons
in regara to requiring iicir wilivaery serviccs for whe
tarm ¢f this war, ouvslde Lhe Commomreals), ag i35 hos now
in regard to Militar; Sesrvine within tho Commcnwea&lwesa?

Pollirg Deie

i

Pollirg will toke plasc gbout the middle of Qatober,1916

Who may 'fgta -

= I#--ll—r—hl;i—

Lvery membor of the Ccecmmonwealth Naval or Military Foroes
(including the Aushralien Lrmy Nursing Scrvice) may vote, who

is of the ,,fu::l.l_ age. of 21 ycars: ard
is o natorsl bern or naturaiised cubjeect of the King:and

hias &t gome *imec zes'éed in Austrélia for at leagt six
nontiis--eoneinvous 1y .

Thg CGovernment of the Commorwoalth dopsires that attention
”ghpu;d'bﬁ gcallod to tho privilsge ﬂf_vctiﬁg cn an igsue of sueh
impereance at the presont tine; cnd it will bo oviden?é that the
cooperacisa of all rerac i ecgontial 1f the opportunity of voting
is to be aifori.di to ovory eligjtle,ﬁuutraliﬁg with the A.I.I'. in
Pranca - whether actuglly soervirg with hipg or her unit, in hoppital
or olpewhere dotached. - |
Full ingstructions will be issued to all concernsd in time

fer tho naaﬁﬂsury arrangemente to be made.

------guﬁgq_-_-r_

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGOO00123



| f,.f e

A

(Zo ba pastod in 4 eansplouvus pos ition, aoccasaible tn all razks) -

AUBTRALIAN IMPERIAL FORCE
MILITARY BERVICE REFERENDUM

PERSONAL, MECSGAGE from GCeneral BIRIWOOD to Members of the A.I.F., -

As General Officer Commanding the Australian Imparial Foroce,
it is not for me t» interfere in any politiocal matters or to in-
fluenoe the voting of nur men on the coming Referendusi. I know
waell that, in any oase, all will vote ao eeems to them necesscary
in the best interesto of AUSTRALIA and the great Hmpire to which
we baleng, whose freaedem has been and etill is in dgnger of being
turned intn glavery Ly GCERMANY.

< feel, howevar, that I can irnform you all of hew really
sscential it 1o that we ehould get all the men available to keep
these mrgnificent Australian Fercas whish are now in the Fileld,
and whg}ne feme le ronowned throughout the Fmpire, up t¢ their
gtrength.

Every eingle man would, I emx ou.re, bittsrly resent and regcet
it if we had to redune a oingle Battalion, Battery, or Compauy -
avery anes of which has now made Hietory, and establisliad a tradi-
tion whioh, we all hope, will last ao long as the British Flag
flies over the world-wide Empirst

But it {e, I think, probable that all ranks d¢ not know a6
woll as 1 do the a.‘hsolu%a necesoilty of keeping sur reinforocements
right up to strength: and JIE PREQent SYSTHM I8 NOT POING THIS!

I feel sure all know the great feellrngs of regard and pride
whioh I have for every man of thies Forre who has up to now oomn
forward of khies own free will, and efter great eslf-saorifios.
Many brave xen have given theixr lives for the cake ¢f cur Empire

and the freedom, of the world ~ lives whiak will have besn W’"
M we have

W if we relax our éfforts in any way, until
the Cemmans right down on their knees!

Remember, too, beys, that the word " ¥ does not anly
moan fresadom for ourselves, dbut what is far more impsrtant, fres-
dom for our ohildren and our ohildren's ohildren! TFor them I
know no saorifice oan he too great.

. In the magnifioent mwanifesto wikioh our Prime Ministex, Mr.
WUGHES, has oent to us, ke hao ohown vhat exemptions thers will

o0s when Univereal Bervios ie adopted. It will be sesn from
this that members of families, come of whom have already oome

forward, will be fully safcguarded, and W that
thera is danger <f, we will say, the brothar who nas besn left
barind to look aftar tha affaire of the faxlily, being ordered to

come out.
TEE _SHIRKFR, howevsr, and made to do hie
share, instead of oteying =t bome, a8 he has done up to now, not

only ewvading hio dutiee, but getting into seft jows whioh we
want to Bes kept feor our boyo bere when they return, or for the
representatives of their familites who have been left behind in

AUSTRALIA.
I have nothing more to say, boye, except to point out to
you ae ostrongly as I oan that -

THE NEOEGBITY DOEZ XXIET! ;

« and I hops that, after thsss twe years during whioh we have
been soldiering together, we Xnow saoh sther well enough to -
realiss that I would net oay this without a good reason.

Having said it, I leave it to you to aot aocording to your
ooneoience for the éoad. of our King and Oountry, ths honour of
our People, and the eafety of our wives and childrenl

¥. R. BIRIDWOOD
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(Copies)

TRIEGRAM fmom General BIRDWOOD, First ANZAC: (18th October,1916)
to  MURDOCH, Hotel du CREILLON, PARIS:

» From vour firsi teleyram 1 thow it vou wished hold meeting
before polilinge I, of course, have no objection to meeting
such a8 vou suggest, but you have to getl Chief's sanction %o
allow men vou send from ENGLAND tc visii areas where troeps
will be. OFf course, eniy poertiocn of the troops 7ill he seene
There are siways considerable nuwuber of men at ETAPLES, and
nerhaps meeting there will do: bul you may be sure I #ill
arrange anything you wish as far as pessible.
HUGH=8' manifesto has been issued to all. Have sent him
following message -
in resx onse to request from Mayox KALGOORLIE, who
"aneeially asks iTiners' message, the following las been
"gent = @
TUANZACE feel sure AUSTRALIA will see sacrifices
"a) ready made are net in vain, wnich wsgy be the case
tunless We are assured that men will be forihecoming
"0 keep effective and uy O strength the magnificent
"Battaliona, Balteries and Companics whiich have made
"History and have established traditions. Miners'
“"Corps send foliowing measage -

"w¥ ARE STRONCLY I FAVOUR OF CONESCRIPTION. ALL
' AR® WANTED T0 FINISH EIENY QUICKLY SO THAT VWE
"WAY R®TURD THE SOONER T0 THOSE WE VOLUNTARILY
'MALT, AWAY T0 SHIZLD, CLEARLY CONSCIQUS OF OUR
‘TUTY TC THE PATION. TDON'T DELAY'®

General BIRDWOOD.

TELEGRAL from Ceneral BIRDNOOD, ¥irst ANZACS (Dated 18th Oct)
to Ri.-Hon. W.M.HUGHES, Prime Minister of AUSTRALIA.

(As set forth in the body of the telegram
above)

’ TELECRAY f{ron Ceneral RIRIWOQD, First ANZAC: (Dated 18th Octe)
: to Movor of KALCOORLIF, WESIFRN AUSTRALIA:

(Ag set forth in the body of the firsti
Lelegram above)
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