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Neither “the periphery as the core” nor“the core as the periphery”: The Changing Role of Hong Kong in
Modern Chinese History - Prof. Man-Kong Wong

This lecture offers an overview of the changing role of Hong Kong in modern Chinese history. As the British
colonial historians insisted that Britain brought history to Hong Kong after the Opium War, the history of
Hong Kong has become closely interwoven with that of modern China, from the Taiping Rebellion to the 1911
Revolution; from the Pacific War to the Cold War; and from the sovereign transfer to China to more recent

Professor Man-Kong WONG is a Fellow of the Royal Historical Society. He is the Former Director of China
Studies at Hong Kong Baptist University. He has collaborated with such leading institutes of higher
learning as, Tsinghua University, the University of Queensland, the University of Manitoba, National
University of Singapore, Central Washington University, Institute of Taiwan History of Academia Sinica,
and the Max Weber Foundation in the organisation of the young scholars’ conferences in China Studies
at HKBU. Dr. Wong’s research area is Hong Kong in modern Chinese history. He is the author and/or
a-editor of 20 books and more than four dozen research articles in either academic journals or books
published in China, Hong Kong, Taiwan, Japan, South Korea, the Netherlands, Britain, and USA.
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